' AC 



tut. 






Digitized by Google 



V 1 • 1 _ "t. 



Digitized by Google 

... 4 



ADVENTURES, 

AND 

Surprizing Deliverances, 

JAMES DUBOURDIEU, 

AND HIS 

wife: 

Who were taken by PyrateS, and carried to the 
Uninhabited-Part of the Ifle of Taradife. 

CONTAINING 

— 

A Defcription of that Country, its Laws, Religion, 
and Cuftoms : Of Their being at laft released j and 
how they came to Paris, where they arc ft ill living* 

ALSO, THE 

A D V EN TURES 

O F 

Alexander Vendchurch^ 

Whofe Ship's Crew Rebelled againft him, and let him 
on Shore on an Ifland in the South-Sea^ where he 
liv'd five Years, five Months, and feven Days ; and 
was at laft providentially releas'd by ^Jamaica Ship. 

i ; • — * 

- Written by Himself 

LONDON: 

Printed by J. Bettenham for A. Bettefworth and T. Warner, in 
pater-nofier Roiv ; C. Rivington, in St. Paul's Church-yard j 
J, Brotkerton and W. Meadows, in Cornblll ; A. Dodd without ' 
Tcm$h Bar> and W.Cbetwood in Covcnt Garden, 1719;. 

Price Two Shillings, 



" Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



THE 



'"PREFACE. 




HE value of hiftory is too uni- 
verfaUy allow d to need any proof 
in this places but as the fubjetf 
of hiftory in general is of princes* 
kingdoms and nations , with their 
fever al fates and revolutions 3 and that the 
Biographers themfelves, who treat only of 
particular lives, have for the moft part cho- 
fen to write of men who are eminent by their 
ftations, either in war or peace ; it may feem 
necejfary to fay fomething in behalfiof iranf- 
miiting to pofterity the tranfacfions of private 
perfons, who have never been diftinguiffid from 
the reft of mankind by their places or dignity r 
or any thing elfe but the fingularity of their 
fortune. 

THE RE is a double life of hiftory in ge- 
neral > that is, one for delight ; and the other 
inftruftion j the principal inftruffion , which is 
drawn from them, relates chiefly to ft at ef men % 
that by a view of former events they may 
form-jome conjectural judgment of the prefeni : 

' - 'That 
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The Preface. 

That of delight reaches every one 'who takes 
any pie a fur e in knowing what has pafsd m the 
world from its beginning. 

THE relation like wife of the adventures 
cf privatk : men is not without its advantage? 
either of delight or injhuffion ; nay? I may 
fay? that both thefe are more extenfive in the 
latter* than in' the former ; thefe reaching to 
every one? thofe to but few. What delight 
particular accounts give? is plain from the ge- 
neral reception of travels and voyages? and the 
lives of private perfons , which have always 
been received with cmfiderable fatisfaclion 
and applaufe? when they afford any thing ei- 
ther entertaining ? furprizing? or beneficial to 
the active part of the world. 

A MO NG thefe? I believe I may fay? that 
the two following relations merit as valuable 
a place as any that have been pub li fid; but 
this I wholly leave to the judgment of the 
reader. 
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THE •» 

LIVE S, 

ADVENTURES, 

• - • A N D • • : • •• 

Wonderful Deliverances 

• ... • -• 

O F 

* 1 a 
» * * 

Mrs. Martha Rattenberg. 

AND 

* * a 

JAMES c DUBOUR c DIEU. - 



Sir, 




t Ccording to yourdefire, I take this 
opportunity of one of my Lord Am- 



baflador's retinue going for London, 
to fend you a full account of the 
ftrange and wonderful adventures of 
our Countrywoman Mrs. Martha Rattenberg, 
and of James Tiubourdieu her husband 5 for 
you muft know that marriage ia France does not 
take away the maiden name of the wife, and this 
is the rcafon I call her Rattenberg> and not ©#- 
bourdieu. 

B About 



t 2 J 

About the fifteenth of February laft, I was ove#* 
taken with a ftorm of rain and hail, which fore; 
cd me into the firft publick houfe I came at, 
which made a much handfomer appearance than 
the Taverns of this City ufually do ; but that 
was no invitation of my taking into it, fot had it 
been mucfi worfe, it had been fufficient to fhcl- 
ter me from the ftorm. 

■ 

When I came in, the firft perfon I met with 
was the miftrefe of the houfe, a comely woman 
of about fifty i Having taken my feat and calf d 
for my wine, it was foon brought me by her hut 
band, a man about threefcore ; for houfes of this 
nature in Taris are not fiirnifli'd with drawers 
like a London Tavern. I ask 'd them both fcveral 
queftions, which they anfwerM with great civili- 
ty, particularly of what Province they were 5 the 
man reply'd, that he came fromBurdeaux, and the 
wife, that fhe was of England ; upon which the 
reft of our convcrfation ran in the Englijh tongue, 
which the husband undcrftood very well, tho' he 
pronoune'd it ftill like a Frenchman. The good 
woman finding me an Englijhman, faid, lhe. 
hop 'd I would endeavour to promote their bufi- 
nefs, by recommending her houfe to the reft of 
thcEng/iJh of my acquaintance in Taris ; allur- 
ing me they fliould find very good accommoda- 
tion, both in the liquor, and in the rooms where 
they were to drink it. Wc are, faid flic, tho' 
old people, but young beginners in this tmfinefe; 

: yet 
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yet *vith a profpeft of engaging my countrymen, 
we have taken care to make the rooms as com- 
modious as we can, and as like thofe in London j 
upon which flic defired me to take a vi£W of 
them, and I found them indepd much hand- 
fomcr than I cxpeded ; among the reft there was ' 
one that might pafs even in London it fclf. 

m 

I t was hung round with feveral good Prints 
by Audran Simon, du Cange, and other good 
hands 5 but that which* touch 'd me moft was 
a piece of painting over the chimney, not for 
the .cxquifitenc£ of the work , for that was but 
indifferent, but fop the oddads of it, the main 
matter that fiU'd the picture being a fea without 
one fhip upo;i it ?i in the middle of it was plac'd 
^n ifland, much the greatcft part of which feem'd 
to be nothing but rocks 5 but the low-land, which 
appear'd to be very fmall, was adojrn'd with feve- 
ral beautiful trees, and fruit, and flowers as beau- 
tiful as the painter coul^i intake them. My land* 
lady obferving my jeye fix* d upon this piece, ask'd 
me the rcafon of it 5 I told her that the oddnefs of 
the painter's fancy had mov'd me to enquire whe- 
ther 'twas a reprefentation of any particular place, 
ox only a whim of his own. Ah ! Sir , reply'4 
that painting I qaus'd to be put up here, tp 
put me often in mind of that fignal deliverance 
which my husband and I had about ten years ago, 
and which ought never to be forgotten by us. 

, B2 Observing 
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Observing that fhe uttcrU this with fonie 
concern, 1 call'd for more wine, and prefs'd her 
to know the ftory. Alas! Sir, faid fhe, myfto- 
ry is too long for you to hear at one fitting, but I 
will do what I can to gratify your curiofity ; upon 
which fitting down, fhe gave me a fliort account 
of her life and adventures, from her birth to that 
time; and tho' fhe hurry cl it over, yet it took up 
all that evening, and part of the night. 

I have fent you by pieces feveral of the moft 
extraordinary incidents of it, which mov'd your 
curiofity fo far as to importune me for a perfeft 
narration of the whole. In obedience to your com- 
mands I went to the Golden Dragon, and made 
my requeft to Mrs. Rattenberg that fhe would let 
me write it from her mouth for a friend in Eng- 
land $ and gave her this encouragement to do it, 
that I would come every day and dine with her 
'till it was.done. The good woman made fomc 
difficulty at firft of complying with my requeft, 
but I had been too good a cuftomer fincc my dis- 
covery of the houfe , and brought too many of 
my acquaintance thither to let her Venture the 
difobligihg me by a denial: Having therefore 
got all things, in order, I went thither, and be^- 
gan the work on the feventh of April laft, and 
which I now fend you juft as (he delivered it 
to me. 

. ' : • - I wa? 



i 5 1 , 

I was born, fays fhe, as I have told you, itt 
Tenfance in the County of Cornwall my Father's 
name was Stephen Rattenberg $ I can't fay he was 
a Gentleman, but he farm 'd his owh cftatf, which 
was about forty pounds a year , a ptctty compel 
tency in that cheap country, and with which he 
brought up fix daughters and one fon, all whom 
he faw married and fettled before he married hU 
fecond wife, my mother, at which time ht wai 
fifty five years of age, and my mother not fix and 
twenty : 1 have been told (he was very handfomc; 
for I never faw her; fhe dy'd in childbed a fe\* 
days after I was born, fo that I may be faid ttuly 
to have come into the world with fcrrow 5 hoW-^ 
ever my father was fo fond of me, calling me the 
child of his age, that I could not be fettfiblc of th< 
lofs of my mother. . • 



As foon as I was capable he had ttie taught to 
read and write, and gave me all the advantages of 
education, which that little place and his own 
fmall abilities were capable of The better to 
fcnequrage my reading, he got me all the plcafaitt 
ftory books which were fitted to my age and capa- 
city. But had I any children of my own, I would 
never fuffer them to read thofc idle books, fm<& 
they fill'd my head with fo many wandrirtg no* 
tion$, that I have never been able to fettle my 
tind ever fince to my prefent condition, always 
feeding my felf with vain hopes of bettering my 
fortune by my ghange of place, tho' I ftill found, 
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at lead for the moft part, that tins change was for 
the worfe, 

I was now come to my thirteenth year, foiv 
ward and pert enough for my age 5 when my 
father growing very old and infirm, began to find 
by his inward decay that he was not long for this 
world 5 but all his concern at his leaving of it was, 
that he left me firiendlefs and unprovided for, tho' 
he had taken care out of his fmail income to lay 
Bp one hundred broad pieces of gold , all my 
jnothcr s apparel, and all his houfhold goods, ex- 
cept what he had already difpofed of to my bro- 
ther and fitters : He left alfo a particular charge 
on his death bed to my brother, to take as much 
care of me as if I were his own child, and that 

ith fuch bitter imprecations and curfes on him 
if he wrong'd me, as make me ftill tremble tQ 
think how that evil fon of a good father coulct 
have lb little regard to them. 

1 

• 

Now began the fcene of my forrows to open, 
and no fooner was my father dead, but I found 
a ftrange alteration in my condition 5 for I who 
'till now had been miftrefs of the houfe, could 
• after my father's burial fcarce be admitted to any 
(hare in it 5 for my brother and his family coming 
now into polTeflion of it, left me but little to do 
there : I found fomc fmall civility at firft from 
both brother and fitter, but that was only the bet- 
ter to deceive me, and cheat me of all I had- 

. I told 

» 
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I told you that my father had fav'd together a 
hundred broad pieces of gold for me, thcfe. he 
deliver^ into my cuftody fomg time before ht 
dy'd, and therefore mentioned them not in his' 
will, by which he only bequeathed me his houfe^ 
hold goods, and this was that which gave a co- 
lour or pretence to him of cheating me of all my 
money 5 pretending, that as heir to my father, 
whatever money he had left was his : In fiiort, 
by fair means and foul he got the money into his 
poflblfion, and then turn'd me out of doors with 
only my cloaths to my back, and fome other ne- 
ceflaries which he own'd to be mine. I had a 
near relation liv'd in the fame town, whither I 
retired, and was kindly received by him, with a£ 
furanccs that he would ftand by me againft my 
cruel brother j. but I knew his abilities were too 
fmall to engage with him, and therefore was wil- 
ling to get as foon as I could to Tlyttiouth, where 
1 had an unkle, who was a man of fubftance and 
reputation, and might, if he would heartily en- 
gage in my caufe, eafily bring my brother to 
rcafon. 

♦ m 

Accordingly I got letters from my couftn in 
Tenfance who had fo kindly receiv'd me 5 which 
letters folly informed my unkle of all that had* 
pafsd between mf brother and me. 'Out of the 
wreck of my fortune I had takfen care fecretly to 
convey five broad pieces into my pocket, and 
which I did not own even to my kind couftn, 

who 
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who fcnt his fon to convey mc to 'Plymouth ; 
y here without any remarkable adventures by the 
way, \^e arriv'd in three days thro' the worft road- 
k* the world, and not to be rode with any horfes* 
except fucli as are bred in that Country, with any, 

tolerable fafefy to the rider^ nex^k. 

• • • • i » 

My young cqufin fopn found out my unkic, 
who at firfl; received me tolerably well ; but when, 

l^ard that my father was dead , and by the 
^ptye^s found all that had pafs'd between me and 
IPX brother, I found a vifiWe alteration in his. 
<;oi}ntenance ? and he (poke in a more furly tone. 
tji*n before* . Well, faid he, niece, what would> 
you have me do in this affair?- Would you have 
j?a£ go* to few with your brothqr for ypu ? No,, 
nq 9 forfooth, I have fomething elfe to do with 
nK>ney ? t^un upon your ftory to throw it, 
away on lawv, I have a great family of my own* 
and a great deal of bufinefs to. mind 5 beftdes* 
how do I know that what you tell me is true, I 
ought to hear your brother firft 5 come to me, 
qgjaki when I have heard ftom him, and I wUl 
tell you more of my mind. Come to you again. 
Sir ! faid I, whither would you have me go, or 
whsre i^fid^butwithyou, myunkle, inaftrange 
place, wl^re. I know no body? Why did yo» 
<pmc thcn, t - fays he, to a place where you knew 
no body ► I have no room in my houfe for ftran- 
gers, I doiv't keep an Inn, nor have I vi&uals 
enough for. my felf and roy family : Pray, mi- 
ftrefs, walk ai*d be gone, . With that he took 
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me by the arni, and made my coufin and I 
walk out before him, I with my eyes full of 
tears, and my coufin pile with anger and grief ; 
And had not my unkle been a very old man, 1 be- 
lieve he would have beat him luftily : However; 
we return cl to the inn where we left our horfes, 

# 'A 

and there got fome refrcfliment for our felves. 
Having ery'd out my cry I began to recover my 
ipirits, and fed pretty heartily 5 my coufin did 
all he could to perfuade' me to go back with 
him to c Penfance> afliiring me of his father's 
kind reception of me at my return 5 but I told 
him, I could not think of being a burthen to 
him who had fo large a family of his own, 
nor would I give my brother a triumph in the 
ill fucceft of my journey. After many argu- 
ments on both fides, we went both to bed to 
our reft. 

• < » 

We rofe early in the morning, and as forrow 
never lay long at my heart, fo there was no 
figns of any grief to be found in my face, but 
all was jocund and eafy, as if nothing had hap- 
j>cn'd. That day we fpent in viewing the town, 
particularly the cattle and the docks, at the laft 
of which I heard fuch a character of my unkle, 
(for he was a matter fhipwright) that I did not 
wonder at the ufage I had met with from him 5 
for the workmen told me and my coufin, that 
he was the moft noted mifer in 'Plymouth, a mi- 
for .0 ,h» degree, * » make i proverb, *i 
covetous as old Rattenbergs that he had at 

C moft 
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moft ftartfd his family, tho' very rich; forcing 
two of his fons to go to fea as common failors, 
for he would make no provifion for them, by 
putting them out apprentice to any trade, fince 
that requir'd money, which he did not know 
how to part with on any account whatfoever $ 
that he yet kept himfelf in pretty good plight* 
ky eating and drinking at other m^ns coft* 
Coming home to dinner, wechofe to give my 
landlord fo much a-piece to dine with him and 
his family 5 where, giving an account of ell that 
tad Happen'd tome, both at home and at Tly~ 
pwuthy the good gentlewoman of the houfc 
feem'd mightily mov'd with my ftory, ^nd ask'd 
mc if I had a mind to go to fervice h I reply'dr 
very willingly, provided I could get a place eafy 
^nough for my age and my ignorances that I 
Was willing to learn, and to accept her good of, 
fices with thanks, if fhe could help me to any 
fuch fervioe : She gave me hopes of recommend- 
ing me to a rich old Gentlewoman, whofe bufi- 
nefs would not; be very great 5 th# w the mean 
tw^Xpught ftay at her houfe, and pay her when 
twas able. Thus another day pafs'd on* and my 
coufm ftay'd to the utmoft extent of his time and 
ixioney, either to pcrfuade me to go back with 
him, or fee me well fix'd in Tly mouth $ but not 
freing able to da either, the third Horning ha 
tet. .out for hoipe ; we did not part; withour 
^c'aijs, nor would, he leave me, as. lie tjiought^ 
entirely widiout, money, and thercfoife divWed 
t^flpek betwixt u^ which Macwited to $o moj$ 
i • 11" 1 1 . thaii 
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than a crotarn a-piece. I manag'd my crown fo 
well, that with the credit I had in my inn, t 
made it laft 'till I got into fervice, which was ar 
bove a fortnight* 

In the mean time, 1 had been thtee times 
with my hew miftreis, and fee had made roc 
tead to her, and (hew her my writing, both 
which pleas'd Htr very well, afluring riie> that 
for the flcft I was t6 dd, (he would take care to 
ioftru&ine, and told me> that my bufinefs with 
her would be very eafy, fince I had nothing to 
do but to' provide and drefs her vi&uals, make 
hqr bed, drefs and undrefs her, and wafli her! 
linen, and my own, for which I was to have 
thirty (hillings a year $ which fmall wages fhe 
promised to encreafe according to my care in plea- 
fine her. 

- 

The old Gentlewoman had above fourfcort 
pounds a year, for her life only, and that in fmall 
tenements in the town, befides money, which 
(he let out from twenty {hillings to twenty pound, 
at legal inteteft, and to perfons whom file knew 
to be good pay-mafters : The maid &e had juft 
parted with was an old peevifli creature, who 
rcfus'd to humour her in any thing, but I being 
now come to her, took care to do everything to 
her fatisfaftion, to fludy her humour, and when 
I was acquainted with it, to prevent even her 
defires in the very miriuteft things about her; 
particularly to make much of her little dog and 

C z cat, 
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cat, of which (he was very , fond 5 fo thatinlcfs 
than two months time, I had won the hearts of 
the old Lady entirely. The cold weather now 
coming on, I was very felicitous that (he fhould 
lie warm in her bed, and therefore profer'd my 
felf to be her bedfellow. By thefe, and other 
arts, I had made my felf miftrefs of her affe&ions, 
lb far, as Ihe began to ufe me and lovp me as hec 
own child, for ihe was, a woman of a great deal 
of good nature and humanity y and I began to 
think my felf fo happy, that the memory of my 
paft misfortunes worp out, and I thought no more 
of my p brother's cruelty and injuftice, 'till my 
good. !m$refs told me, Ihe was rcfolv'd to make 
my brother do me right. I aflur'd her, that I 
was not in the leaft pain about it, fince thq 
wrong he had done me had produe'd fo happy an 
event, as I efteem'd the being in her fervice to be. 
Upon which, flic embrae'd me and kifs'd me, 
and told me flie would take care that the being 
in her fervice fhould indeed be a happinefs to me j 
to begin which, fhe would order her attorney, 
the moft confidcrable in the town of 'Plymouth) 
to commence a fuit againft my brother in my 
name. 1 return'd her a thoufand thanks, and 
thoM had but little reafon to regard my brothers 
good, I yet prevail'4 with her to fend to him, 
and demand, the reftitution of my goods and 
money, of which I had kept an inventory, made 
by my father before his death, in my pocket, 
with my five broad pieces, which were now 
laid up in a' box my miftrete had given me, 

with 

# 
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With fueh cloaths as fhe had bsftoVd upon mc, 

* My brother had a pretty numerous family, 
and had not beenfo good a husbajid as my fjrthec 
had been before him, fo that he was but ill pro- 
vided for a fuit at law, which muft bring daily 
cxpences upon him. ; . 

< . My miftrefs therefore praiflng niy good na- 
ture, made her attorney fend his chief clerk, 
who was a Cornijh man, and born within three 
miles of Tenfancey to make a legal demand of 
my due. When he came to my brother, and 
had inform'd- him of his bufinefs, he fcem'd 
not at ail conccrn'd, but asking where I was, 
and how I did, told him, That he had done 
nothing by me but what was juftifiablc by law, 
and did not doubt but that, if I was fo mad as 
to commence a fuit with him, he fhould be as 
able to defend himfelf, as I fhould be tq attack 
him. The young man reply'd, Do not depend 
too much upon you* lifter's inability, for Itye has 
a miftrefs, who is a very rich woman, who is 
refolv'd to let her want for no money to carry 01* 
her caufc, and at whofe expence he was come fo 
far to make this demand $ but he gaye him till the 
next day to confider and give a pofitivc anfwer, 
and fo he left him and went home to his father, 
who, , as I told you, liv'd about three miles from, 
my brother, to whom, when he retu^iVd the next 
day, he found him very much alter d in his note, 
telling him, That he had too much love for mc 
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to put mc to thc^hargc of a fuit, which I muft 
be fure to pay, if I prevailed in the caufe, and 
would perhaps fifld it difficult to fold moiieyto 
pay coft and charges if he ihould caft me, of 
which, hefaid, he had not the leaft dotibt 5 but 
fincc he had a ldve for me, as being his father^ 
daughter, and much belov'd by him,, he Would 
give me fifty pounds, in full of all demands, 
which, as it was ail he could afty Way faifc, fo 
it was entirely out of his own pocket. Thti 
young man told him, That tho* he had no au- 
thority to make a compofition, yet, if he would 
fend his offer in Writing, under his own hand, 
he would deliver it to me, but could not pi*> 
mife him any fuccefs, the cafe appearing fo bar- 
barous on his fide, not only by my account of 
the matter, but by that of our common relations 
and neighbours here at Penfmce. 

In (hort, he writ fo mournful a letter td me, 
that I prevail'd with my miftrefs to fuffer me to 
accept of his propofal, which I was the more 
ready to do, by his appearance at 'Plymouth two 
days after the return of the attorney's clerk, when 
he made the condition of himfelf and family fo de- 
plorable, that I had certainly forgiven the whole, 
had not my miftreft obftinately oppos'd my folly, 
nor would fhe let me fo much as take his bond for 1 
the money 5 fo that he was oblig'd to make a 
mortgage to my miferly unkle, and pay the the 
fifty pounds, and take my miftrefs's receipt, I ha- 
ving chofen her for my guardian on-thisoccafion $ 
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fo he left IPfymutfh and I heard no more of 
him till 1 faw him three years afterwards in a 
very poor condition at Londop* 



ing but agreeable profpe<3s> . I put my mo- 



on good fecurity for me, and I went on every 
day encreafing in her favour \ and having liv'd 
with her about a year, fee, to my unfpeakablc 
(orrow, dy'd, but in her will, bequeathe m% fifty 
pounds more, for ftiy faithful fervice 5 fo that 
now I was once ?gain miftrefc of one hundred 
pounds* befides njy Jive, broad pieces, which \ 
always kept by uie ^ouclVd, and was very well 
furnijfla'd with, cloths, both linen and woollen, 
{iaving put my felf in mournings JL return'd to 
jny old friend, the injvkeepeifs wife, intowhofe 
hands I put the money my miftreCs had left me, 
^nd by her perfuajfions call'd in my own fifty 
pounds, in order to put it all out 6n fiich ad- 
vantageous terms, that if they had anfwercl* 
WQrtW have kept me without going any more to 
fcrviee> but I found it was neceflary to manage 
this, that I feould chufe a guardian; for whom 
I nam'd the . u^-keeper $ fo that he was now 
matter of near one hundred pounds of my money. 



- - - • 



Whilft I U^d with my miftrefs I had much 
time uppn^ny haflds, which 1 fpent in reading * 
hut the books diverted me moft, were tra* 
^U:and_voyagc$i und they had.ftirr'd up in me a 

mighty 
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mighty defire of feeing the world 5 which deftrc, 
fince my miftrcfe's death, grew greater and 
greater every day, and that which compleated 
my rcfolution, was,, the arrival of a Gentlewo- 
man at our inn, at leaft of one that appear'd to 
me to be a Gentlewoman, tho' (he had been 
a few years before a fervant to that irin 5 whence 
going to London, and falling into the fervice of a 1 
t ich citizen, was marry'd by him, and fo made 
miftrefs of a plentiful fortune : She was no\\^ 
come down to 'Plymouth to fee her friends, 
And among others, paid a vifit to her miftrefs,: 
the inn-keeper's wife, where fhe talk'd fb mud* 
in the praife of London, that I was folly refblVcl 
to go thither out of hand 5 but I had much ado 
to prevail with my new guardian, 'till I affur'd 
him I would ft ill leave my money in his hands, 
to be manag'd for my advantage in my abferice, 
excepting twenty pounds, which I thought nc-> 
ccflary for my journey 5 all the difpiite now lay, 
whether I fhould go by land or by fea, but that 
was foon determin 'd, by information that there 
was a fhip going off of about 200 tuns, in three 
or four days time : My guardian therefore agreed 
with the mafter for my paffage, and I went on 
board the very morning fhe fet fail. 

There was nothing happen'd in this Voyage 
worth taking notice of, but the Weather being 
fair, gave me a mighty love for the fea, for wd 
pafs'd our time very plcafantly, being moft cOtifr. 
monly upon deck 5 where, among the Paflen- 

gcrs, 
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gers there was one who play'd mighty well on 
the violin , an inftrnment which before I had 
never heard in that perfe&ion ; the mufician 
was young and handfome, and had been a voy- 
age with a captain of a man of war up the 
Str eight s y and the Ihip being now laid up, he 
chofe rather to go this way to London , than 
to ride pbft with the captain s I know not what 
he faw in me, or I in him, but he pretended to 
be very much in love with me , and I was ve- 
ry well pleas'd to think him fo ; thus be- 
twixt love and mufick, mirth and good corii- 
pany, our ihip brought us to Tortjinouth, 
where Ihc was oblig'd to touch , and make a 
ftay of fomedaysj which opportunity the ma- 
tter of mufick arid I took, as well as the reft of 
the paflengers , to fee the town , and divert 
our feives afhore, Mr. Geeting, for fb was 
my mufician call'd, took care to give me all 
the diverfion he could, ftill prefling his love 
with all the carneftnefs imaginable, and his 
profeffions being fo honourable as marriage, I 
confefe I heard him with fo much fatisfa&ion 
that I could not difguife it to him , but pro- 
mis'd to marry him as foon as we arrived at 
London 5 but this would not anfwer his ends, 
and therefore he contrivd to keep me aflhore 
when the (hip fhould fet fail, which he brought 
about by this means 5 under pretence of riding 
to view the country, he carry'd me fofar, 
that when we came back we found the gates 
of the town fliut up , which oblig'd us to go 
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to a little publick hoiife not far from it, thercr 
to pafs the night till the gates Ihould be open'd 
in the morning. 

There my falfe lover left nothing unattempt- 
ed to gain his ends, but I rcfolutely oppos'd 
them, and rendcr'd all his efforts to no purpofe ; • 
when I was angry he us'd all his art and fubmif- 
fion to appeafe me, and when once Iwas ap- 
peas 'd, he us'd all his force to anger me again * 
but I rcmain'd unconquer'd in fpight of oppor- 
tunity and importunity, from the man whom I 
found I lov'd but too well , forgiving him all' 
he had done, on hispromife of never attempt- 
ing the like again , and of marrying me that 
motning before we went on (hip-board. Terms 
of accommodation being thus agreed, we en- 
tcr'd the gates of Tortfinoutb as foon as they 
were open'd , but I was ftrangely confounded 
when coming to the place where we left the 
(hip, I found fhe was fail'd away without me, 
and my lover had much ado to appeafe me by 
afTuring me, that he would fee me fafe to Lon* 
dm time enough to meet the fliip there on its 
firft arrival; which with finding a letter from 
the m after at oiir Inn, where they generally 
were when on fhore, made me pretty cafy. 
* * 

My lover now began to prefs me farther for 
favours , which I affiir'd him I would never 
grant till marriage had made them lawful ; but 
that to pleafe him I would content to marry 

k, i that 
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that very morning 5 he therefore wait and got 
a ring, and a parfon ready, who while he was 
performing his office , was Jftopp'd by a pretty 
young woman, who it fecms had follow'd us, 
among others, into the church , and claim'd 
my falfe lover for her husband. This had been 
enough to have put a man of tolerable modefty 
out of countenance, but he not at all concerned 
flics to her, takes her in his arms, and kifles her, 
crying out, And art thou alive then, my dear 
Betty ? I had news in the Streights that you 
dy'd foon after 1 left England. No, you vil- 
lain, reply'd Ihe, I am ftill alive to plague you, 
tho' I might have dy'd, nay, been ftarv'd to 
death, for what care you took of me, and 
now I find you endeavouring to ruin another 
woman, had not fortune brought me ftrangely 
hither , to prevent her unhappinels. Many 
more words of this nature pafe'd betwixt this 
happy pair of whore and rogue coupled toge- 
ther 5 for I underftood afterwards that fhe had 
been a common jilt in London , and was now 
come to Tart/mouth with a company of {trol- 
ling players, who enter cl that town but the very 
night before, jas if it had been on purpofe to pre- 
fcrve me from dcftru&ion : I left the church i$ 
fome confiifion, and made what hafte I could 
home to n# Inn, there to conftder what I had 
to do in my prefent condition. 

I found my felf all alone, in a ftrange place, 
without any friends to advife or allift me $ ;I 

Da ^ had 
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had indeed money enough in my pocket to car* 
ry me to my journey's end , and letters of re- 
commendation from my guardian at ^Plymouth 
to his friends in London^ to take care of me 5 
1 therefore call'd for my landlady, and deitr'd 
her to get me the mod (pcedy pallagc (he could ; 
which Ihe did, by taking me a place in the 
*Portfmouth coach, which fet out the next 
morning. Tho' I was vex d at my forwardnefs 
in liftening to the love of a ftrange man, whom 
I had never feen before, yet I was not without 
a fecret fatisfa&ion that I had bchavd my felf 
with fo much virtue and courage againft ail his 
villainous attempts, and was heartily glad that 
I was got rid of him fo ; but it feems 1 was not 
fo clear of him as I defir'd to be, fmcc before 
the evening word was brought mc, that there 
was a Gentlewoman wanted to fpeak with me; 
I order'd her to be admitted, .but not know- 
ing anyone that could have bufinefs with mc 
1 there, I order'd the maid to fend up her miftrefs 
to be with me whilft I receivd this vifit, but flic 
could not come fo foon as the ftrange Gentle- 
woman entcr'd my room , whom 1 prcfently 
knew to be the wife of my gallant, and whofe 
timely coming into the church had done mc 
fuch fervice: I receiv'd her with all the civility 
I could, but fhe having taken h£ feat accor- 
ding to my defire, fhe began to accufe mc of 
keeping company with her husband, and threa- 
tens me, with very high words, to give me 
trouble for it , as well as for the money I had 

made 
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made him fpend upon mc 5 by this time 'my 
landlady came in, who fitting down, and hearing 
from me what had pafs'd between us, took hef 
up very roundly 5 Come, Betty y fays fhe, how 
dare you venture to put any of your tricks up* 
on a gueft of mine, ftnee you arc fenfible I know 
you too well to fufFer an innocent country girl, 
who has fuffer'd too much by the rogue you* 
husband, to be your bubble too > with 



more of this fhe tam'd Mrs. Betty entirely. How- 
ever I then intcrpos'd, Mrs. Betty 7 faid I, I be- 
lieve that my club, in his cxpenccs with me* 
will come within ten fliillings, and fcorning to 
be treated by fuch a villain , there is half a 
piece for you 5 tho' the miftreft of the houft 
would have hinder'd her taking it, but that I 
prefs'd it fo earncftly : on which flic put it in 
her pocket, and gave us a full account of the 
rogueries of her husband's paft life, by which 
fhe fhcw'd him to be a compleat villain, tlioT 
not two and twenty 5 but thefe things having 
nothing to do with my ftory, I fhall pafs over 
in fdence 
< 

. The next morning I fet out from Tortfi 
mouth in the flying-coach, which then went 
through in a day ; fo that I arriv'd at London 
late die fame evening, which made mc take 
-up my lodging that night in the Inn where the 
soach fet up. 
• . 

About 
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Asour nine the next morning 1 took a por- 
Ktwith me to fliew me the way to St. Catba- 
tirte's, where my guardian's friend, to whom 1 had 
letters, iiv'd, who upon reading my letters* re* 
Cttoffl! me with a great deal of.civiiity, and went 
with me to find out the fhip, which at laft we 
found very near rive Cuftom-Hotife^ and the ma- 
fter happening to be on board, delivcr'd me my 
things, and made an apology for his failing with- 
out me : My friend took care to have them all 
convey 'd to his Jioufc, where I continued for fomc 
time. 

Tho* I had a pretty good ftock of cloaths, 
yet all being made in the country, they were 
too unfafhionable for this town, fo that I was 
pblig'd to have fome-of them altcr'd, and drew 
a bill upon my guardian for ten pounds more, 
in order to furhifh my felf compleatiy, but re- 
ceived a letter of advice, to manage my money 
with a little more prudence, fince my ftock was 
too fmall for me to pretend to follow all the 
fafliions: However, by a repeated importunity 
I prevail'd with him to fend me five pounds, 
which was all that ever I had of my money, 
my guardian, foon after, breaking for a conr 
fiderablc fum, 

There liv'd an old maid in the houfe, who 
being fiftcr to the mafter of it, manag'd all his 
domeftick affairs : With her I went about to 
fee the town, even from JVapping to fVefhnin- 
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fier i and indeed fhc (hew'd me eVery thing, 
that was worth a ftr^nger's curiofey, thf o' tot 
whole extent, ^ 

THOLQMEW Fair coming on, flic 
carry'd me likewife to fee that $tho' the Drolls and 
other Shews gave me diverfton enough, yet: the 
Royal Oak Lottexyyjzs what took mofi: with'ttie 5 
for having always a mind to raife my famine} 
I was ftill ready to fcatch hold of every appca* 
ranee of doing it ; wherefore' being inftrufted 
by looking on, * I was refolvfd to venture tohafc 
little money I had "about me ; i took my plica 
and fat down; and did not get up till my good 
luck had proved that my hopes* were: not in 
vain, . My companion finding that Tr. had won 
about twenty Guineas, was for hurrying me 
away, for fear 'the' chancd fhouicV- turri 7 ^and 
leave me worfe than itfouhdmc ' [ 

; 

" > f -\ t 'V / . ' . , , J» 
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This good fortune tempted mc tor go agara* : 
which 1 did fevcral times iduiring, the Fait; ?awcl 
generally came off a winder 5 1 Mbrnuch, thai 
by ;thc end of *hc Fair, L' had got together 
by the Royal Oak, near one hundred pounds, 
which was not every bodies fate with that lot- 
tery. This ftocceft made me'purfuq the fiine 
courfe during the time of Southwdrk Fata* 
but my landlord- and his fitter reprefented thq 
great odds againft me fo effectually, * which ihe 
confirmed with particular' inftatrcbs ; of: numbers 
daily -ruin'd that way a that; I fat down concern* 

ed 



ed with what I had got, and only confidcr'd 
how I might with fafety improve my gains: 
The late lofs of my money in my guardian's 
hands, made me afraid to truft it out of my own 
cuftody, and yet to keep it by me was not the way 
tor improve it, and the fum it felf was too fmali 
for me to pretend to live upon, which left me 
under a neceffity of fecking out for fome credi- 
table fervice, which would at lcaft hinder mc 
from impairing it: In order to this, I fet my 
fdf to learn all thofc qualifications which were 
capable of recommending me to the moft be- 
neficial places that a fervant could hope for 5 I 
learn'd therefore to raife pafte, to diftil, and 
make all manner of confe&ionary ware, as well 
as the art of cookery in general, and had gain'd 
a pretty fmartcring in the French tongue, by 
convei;fing; with a. French Gentlewoman, who 
lodg'd in the^hoiife, who Having an acquain- 
tance at the other end of the town, at laft 
got mc to be waiting-woman to a Lady of 
quality, where I had twenty pounds a year, be^ 
fides a ihare in my Lady's old cloaths , who, be- 
ing young and gay, made that perquifite pretty 
cdnlidetable to me. 
- * - « ■ • . . - «- . 

. In this poll I might have been happy enough 
if I could have been contented 5 but to be fub- 
;e& to the will and pleaftirc of another, I be- 
gan foon to think intolerable, and therefore 
all my thoughts and invention were taken 
up how to make my way into fome condition 
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of life which was more free and independent* 

There w;as. one Mr. Rogers who paid his 
court, very conftantly to my Lord^ he kept his 
chariot, and- a handfome equipage, and .mads 
as great ; a figure as if he Jhimfclf had been a 
jnan of quality $ but I undcrftood that his fa- 
ther was a fhoe-makcr, of Exeter y and not be- 
ing able to live by his trade, on the firft peopling 
of Barbadpes went thither, and had raisd a very 
confiderable eftate, which was now come to the 
fon, and had made him a Gentleman, and com- 
panion for Lords: Thisrcviv'd my old inclina- 
tion for travel, efpecially to that country,' where 
thofe people who went beggars, returned home 
matters of fuch confiderable riches; but being 
a woman indeed was fome check to thefe imar 
ginations ; yet being young, and not difagrec- 
able, as I thought, Iflattcr'dmy felfthatlmigjit, 
as well as other wom^n that went over fcr- 
vants, come back wife to fome wealthy planter : 
However the difficulties feem'd too great for me 
at that time to ftruggle with, and I had fome 
other ill fortune to go through, before I could 
be entirely wean'd from my love to my native 
country. 

« 

• * 

Wauci j*g one evening in "the park with my 
Lady's houfe-kceper, there was a handfome Gen- 
tleman wpuld needs talk to us as we wajk'd 
there, an$l, was mafter enough of that tittle tattle 
which generally takes with our fcx j tho' he talk'd 
■ E to 



t ] 

*6 usbdth, yef his chkf application was to mc j 
We had no way to get rid of him, but by leav- 
ing the park, and going home 5 he feemingly 
took his leave of us, but order'd chairmen to 
watch us, as he told me afterwards 5 and having 
thus got knowledge of our abode, he foon 
found out who and what we were 5 and by pick* 
ing an acquaintance with one of my Lord's gen- 
tlemen, found means of coming into my com- 
pany, and of making his addrefles to me ; and 
made fiich an intimacy with my Lord's gentle- 
ihan> that he prov'd his perpetual advocate in his 
abfence : I tbld you that hisperfbn was handfome, 
iand his talk agreeable, which, joyn'd with the 
importunity and the folicitations of his friend in 
ihe houfe, made me at laft agree to marry 5 in 
*>rder to which, I gave my Lady warning, much 
to her diffatisfo&ion, for flie had a particular 
Idndnefs for me : I aflur'd her Ladyihip, that 
it was not out of any difguft to my place, but 
that I was engag'd to alter my condition, by 
Carrying a Gentleman who had made honour- 
able addrefles to me for fome time. My Lady 
^xamin'd very nicely into the matter, by which 
fhe found that I could not give an extraordinary 
account, either of what or who he was : I told 
her in general, that I had good afliirance that 
he was a Gentleman of an cftate, as well as a 
man of honour. She (hook her head, and 
wtfh'd that Imight not repent of a folly, to which 
i was hurry'd by my youth, (not being yet eighteen 
years old) and by my ignorance of the town. 1 

had 
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had too gre^t an opinion of my own underfUp^ir, 
uig, to think I could be imooa'd upon in this 
matter 5 and fo taking leave or my Lady, I went 
into private lodgings, whence I and my Lord's 
gentleman, my future husband and another 
friend, went out of town, and was marry'd in, 
the country, with all the appearance of joy ia 
both faces. I liv'd with him two months with 
a great deal of pleafure, he infinitely fond, a$j 
thought, and I therefore not a little happy. lie 
came home one evening extremely out of hu- 
mour, not with me, but with fome difeppoinfr 
ments he had met with that day: Ipre&dhiia 
inightily to know the caitfe of his chagrin^ 
and with much ado he feem'd to force himfclf to 
comply, with my defire 5 and pulling a letter out 
of his pocket, (which 1 knew was not his hand 
writing) fhcw!d it me; there appeared upon the 
outfidc fomething like a Poft-mark 5 the contents • 
were to ask his pardon for not returning the 
two hundred pounds he had order d till a month 
after : I endeavouye'd to pacify him, but to np 
purpofe, for he fwore he would turn his tow- 
ard out of his place for a negleft, by which he 
was like to be a gpczt fuflferer in his honour. I 
told him that if one hundred Guineas would pre* 
vent that, I thought it my duty not to let him 
be uneafy. After fomc paufe* Well, my dear 
Tatty , faid he, you infinitely oblige me with 
this fbppiy 5 tfiat will be fufficient to fave mjr 
honour, jtho* not anfwer all my . occafions. So 
having embxae'd me, and taken the money, he 
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Went away, as if to anfwer thofc demands that 
were on him 5 but I never faw him nor my mo- 
ney afterwards. 

: I fat up all the firft night, thinking that he 
might be engag'd at a Tavern amongft his friends ; 
the day came, but no husband ; and thfc people 
of the houfe being all of them up, 1 ventured to 
go tafleep, and lay till eleven o' clock 5 nor had 
I been up half an hour, when my Lords gentle- 
fnah, who had fo great a hand in the making 
this fatal match, came, as he ufually did, to fee 
ntc ^hd my husband ; he was furpriz'd to hear 
he had not 1 been at home all night, and was 
afraid that Tome mifchief had befalTn him $ which 
Fear had tormented me from twelve o* clock till I 
went to fleep : I 'told him that he went out with 
a Charge of money about him. My Lord's gen- 
*tleman faid, that, he would go to all the haunts 
of J his that he knew, to endeavour to find him 
out; J J In about two hours he returrfd again, but 
with j a :: melincholy countenance, the fight of 
which put me into fudi a fright, that 1 thought 
I fhduld have fwooned away, crying oiit, What 
news, Mr. Barton ? {for that was the Gentleman's 
iidfhe) What new£ ? Tdl me quickly, or I dye 
away with the frightful imagination? Where is 
iliy 1 ^ Husband ? Is he wtll ? AKve or dead ? Be 
flbt frighted, fays Mr. Barton, for Mr. Mackna- 
tft'dris, fbr ought I know, in good health, but 
where he is I know not, but where he ought 
to be Tamlothtd fpeak : In fhort,- Madam, yoii 
• - '* • - and 
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and I have been both decdv'd in the man who 
has marry'd you 5 for feeking after him at eve- 
ry place where I thought he might be found, I 
Was at laft dire&ed to an alchoufe in the Miruh 
riesy where they faid I fhould be fure to hear of 
him. Coming thither, the man of the houfe in- 
form'd me that he was gone the night before 
down to Grave/end, on board a (hip that' was 
bound for France, but he was afraid it would 
(et fail before he could arrive there 5 if fb, he 
will certainly come back to this place to night. 
Ifeem'd fo much concerned at the news, that 
the man ask'd me if he had bit me of any 
thing? I reply'd, no; but I cannot believe that 
he wbuld go out of England without acquaint- 
ing his wife one word of the matter. His wife, 
cry'd out the woman in the bar, which of his 
wives ? for I believe there are in this town of 
Ltmdouy many wha pretend to that name, and its 
is confidently dfirm'd, that he is a&ually marry*d 
to no lefs than* tw<iiity J He heVcr- made fcra-' 
pie to marry any woman whom he had a mind 
to lie with, or had any hopes of -getting but 
twenty pounds by the -match. Thefc words of 
Mr. Barton interrupted his narration by my 
fwooning away : he prefently cali'd the maid, 
4nd did all he could to revive me, and bring 
file to my felf 5 which when he did I was too 
impatient; and too much troubled to hear him 
any farther at that time 5 fa that he was going 
to return to the _Minor?es in order to fecurcr 

the villain, if he fltould come back that night * 

:* . ; but 
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but at that vety; inftant we heard a woman 
running up ftairs, and crying out that fhe would 
fee him, ay that Ihe would, and tear out the 
whores eyes who kept him from his wife ; Cq 
into the roonxftie came, and had certainly 
fallen upon rac had not Mr. Barton interpos'd 
with more than ufual roughnefs to hinder her $ 
in fhort, he kt her underftartd that I was really 
his wife, and that he was prefent at the mar- 
riage 5 with other words , which brought the 
Lady to a better temper, whoth^n told us that 
flic was marry 'd to him about half a year be- 
fore, and that hawing got two hundred pounds 
of her money, he left her about three months 
after , under pretence of going out of town 
upon earned bufinefe ; but that having had no 
letter from him all that time, a friend of hers; 
met him in the ftreet, and dogg'd hhn to that 
lodging but the night before; that upon this in- 
formation fhe had procur'd a warrant to take him 
up, . which had delayed her too lpqg to let h$r< 
find him at home. In fliort, we let the Gentlp- 
woman know the whole matter , and that he 
was gone on board, in order to leave England % 
yet there was fome hopes remain'd, that, he 
might be driven back again that evening. Shq 
readily offer'd her felf to go with Mr. Barton 
to the place where he was expe&ed : When 
they were gonfe J order d the maid to let no 
body elfc come up till Mr. Bart oris return, and 
that if any one eniquir'd for,, Mr. Macknamar* 
flic fhould tell. them that her wa$ gone out of 

town 
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town the day tefbrc and take no notice of What 
had pa&d 5 and it was well I did lb, for there 
*ms no lefsthan three women more came that 
very day, upon the fame errand 5 for his ftay* 
ing ft> long in feat lodging as <two months; 
and ifhe littffc caution he took ingoing out and 
in, : had made it known to fiich who were e- 
very day upon the hunt after him. 

« i . , r ' " 'U* m 

Though *his was a te^ible fcodc^ ^ 
Hough to affeft any one in my ekeumfttfnees 
wifh pain and cbnfiifion , yet % with whom grief 
told uneafinefs never dWdt long, after drying 
about an hour , or thereabouts , dry\i up my 
tears, and began to confider what was now to 
foe done to avoid 'ttiofe evils with which my 
own rafhriefs tod folly now threaten'd me$ 
<almoft all my money was now gone at once> 
he leaving not abdve three guineas, tfbotat 
-five pounds in ftivcr, and my own old hoard of 
<the five broad pieces I have mentioned : I ha<£> 
indeed, a pretty large ftOck both of linen and 
apparel, ^cheft of drawers, and a toilet hand- 
somely fet out, but what was this for my fop*- 
port ? I thought I might, indeed, return to my 
Lady , (he having not yet provided her felf to 
•her fatisfedion; but I was too tfiuch afli^nM 
of what had pa&d , to think of entering that 
family any more, and I found that London WaS 
not the place where 1 was to raife my fortune 
to that degree which was agreeable to my -de- 
fires 5 I refold therefore to leave * England) /and 

go 
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go for Barbadoes , efpecially if my. Lady would 
get mc letters of recommendation; from Mr. 
M^gtrs, which I did not at ail doubt. Being 
cpmc to this refolution, my paflions were pretty 
yell appeas'd, .having nothing to fear but that 
I might be with child : Thro' all other evils I 
thought I faw a very cafy way, and of that I 
was not extremely apprehenfive, having had my 
fortune told me, that I ftiould never have any 
chUdren; for tho* there may be nothing in the 
art of foretelling, yet feme things having hap- 
psa'd, as I thought, according to the predi&i- 
I concluded that all the reft would do fo 

The firft thing I did towards the fettling 
p£ my difprder'd affairs, was to enquire of my 
lgtidla4y > how our accounts ftood with her , 
in-order to remove to fomc cheaper lodg- 
ing, _4iid found that he had not paid one far- 
thing fince we had been in the houfe 5 this* 
with .a fcorc we had at a neighbouring tavern, 
jKiade up three pounds, which was a great deal 
.oqt of my fniall ftock, however I difcharg'd die 
whole. 

; It was near nine o'clock at night before Mr. 
Barton came back, and told me that there was 
xio news to be heard of the fugitive villain, a- 
gainft whom he fworc the utmoft revenge when- 
ever he could find him ; but that was but lit- 
tle comfort to me, or any redrefe of the evils 
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I lay under * fo putting off that difcourfc, I 
gave him api account of the refolution I had 
taken of leaving England: He cndcavour'd to 
diffuadc me from fo hazardous a voyage, allur- 
ing me that he was confident that my Lady 
would be very glad to receive me again into 
my former place ; but finding all he could fay 
was to no purpofe , he undertook to manage 
my affairs according to my defire, and fo he 
took his leave for that night. 

Mr. Barton broke the bufinefs to my Lady 
by her houfekepper, who was mightily troubled 
at my misfortune 5 for I behav'd my felf fo well 
in the family, that I had the love of all my 
fellow fervants. My Lady Taid file pity'd me, 
but that I was a ra/h and obftinate girl, and had 
brought this mifchief on my own head, of 
which Ihe her felf had forewarn'd me 5 but- . 
however, flic was fo really concern'd for what 
had happen'd, that ihe would make it her en- 
deavour to do her all the fcrvice flie and my 
Lord could 5 and fhe was as good as her word, 
and got me fuch effc&ual letters of recommen- 
dation from Mr. Rogers, that they muft have 
x been of very great ufe to me had I ever arrivM 
at Barbadoes. Mr. Rogers likewife gave a par- 
ticular charge to the matter of the veflfel I went 
in, to take particular care of me during my voy- 
age. My Lady farther added a prefent of twen- 
ty guineas, and my Lord gave ten, to buy fuch 
ihings as would be convenient to carry with 

F * me, 
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hie, which yet I manag'd fo ill as hot to leaye 
my fclf money enough , without three of my 
five broad pieces , to pay my paffage 5 fo that 
when I came on fhip-board, I had no more thin 
iht two broad pieces, and fix (hillings in ftlvcr, 
left me 5 ttor indeed had I any occafion for mo- 
tley, having every thing provided that I could 
Want during my voyage, 

f 

My Lady would needs fee me before I went, 
and it was with the utmoft confufion that I be- 
' held her, and not with a few tears that 1 parted 
from her. When I came on board I found 
four other yourtg women, a Gentleman and his^ 
wife, and an elderly Lady, who were to be my 
fellow pafferigers. At Grave/en d we took in two 
young women more, and one man 5 not touch- 
ing any where clfe till we came to 'Plymouth^ 
our company was there encreas'd with three 
young women more, and then we purfu'd our 
voyage with a profperous gale, and very fair 
weather , which continu'd with little variation 
for a month together; tho' moft of the other 
young woriien, cfpecially when the fea went a 
little high, were fick, I was pcrfe&ly well all 
the way 5 and the mafter told us we were with- 
in fourteen days fail of Barbadoes, if the wind 
continu'd fair. When my fellow voyagers had 
recover^ their fcafoning, and were now become 
converfablc, I diverted my felf fometimes by 
enquiring into their fortune, and the caufe erf 
their undertaking fo long and hazardous a voy- 
t age; 
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age; two Of three ofthpm frankly own'd that, 
love was the cajufe , others <confc(sd that the 
hppes of riches, or at leaft a better fortune than 
t^icy left behind thpm, gave them courage to 
venture fo far, 

- We kept ' an cxad accouijt ,of ths .d^ys after 
the mafter had told us how long W£ were to 
continue ftilj at fea $ and now being about three 
or four days from the end of our voyage, in the 
morning .early the boy at the top-maft-head, cry'd 
pux, a Jail, and about two hours after they dif- 
• covpr'd two more , which gave not the leaft 
cqneern or fear, becaufe it being profound 
peace they were i>ot in any apprchenfion of 
danger 5 when the ifyips came nearer, we had 
the comfort likewife to fee that two of them 
carry'd EngUJh colours : it was almoft night be- 
fore they canie up with v^s , and th$n our tw- 
fter began to fear that they were pirates , and 
to wiih tftat hp had made more fail when he 
had fijrft difcover'd them $ for though they faiTd 
much better than, we, we might in all probability 
have had at leaft a chance of efcaping them ; 
but now in the dusk of the evening, they firft 
took down the Englijh , and clapt up Spanijh 
colours j and then fent off a long boat, with a- 
J>out a do2&ji m#i with ftnall fire arms, who 
made dire&ly to our fhip* The maftpr propos'd 
to his men to fight, but they faid it was to no 
purpofe, they having no guns, not any) thing 
tit for an engagement with an enemy that was 

• , F z Vifibly 
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vifibly fo much their fupcrior , both in forcie 
and number. You may imagine that we were 
all in a confirmation, expe£ing nothing but the 
l^oft cruel and barbarous treatment from fo 
lawlcfs a crew, made up (as the mafter told us, 
and as we afterwards found) of people of all na- 
tions ; however our ufagc prov'd much better 
than we expc&ed ; for the men in the boat be- 
ing admitted, kept only pofleffion of her, with- 
out any diforder, till' the next morning, when 
the tommandcr in chief tame on board us ; 
arid finding the women in a great condensati- 
on, he very affably defir'd us to lay afide our 
fear 5 afliiring us, that as foon as ever he could, 
with faffety to himfelf and his men, he would 
take care to put us on Ihore. We wcire glad 
to find 'the chief officer an EngBft>man> and to 
perceive fo much humanity in him 5 they only 
enquir'd into the cargo y and the provifions, the 
latter of which they had feme occafion for 5 
and leaving us fcarcely enough for five 1 or fix 
days fubftftencc, they remov'd the reft, with all 
our wine, into their own fhips 5 and I belikve 
had fo difhiift uS, had they not wanted our veflel 
for an hofpital or ftore-lhip 5 for having feveral 
of their men itck, they remov'd them on board 
Us, with about half a dozen prlfoners frfncfc 
frien , whofe ihip they had funk but three days 
before, Befides this they took away all our fea- 
men and our mafter, and divided them afnohgft 
their own fhips, and pilt as many of their men 
pn board us, as were fufficicnt to work our 
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ffiip • tod they had dircftions to mifce the fceff 
eff their way to a certain iftand in the South 
Sea*, which was the place of their rew*0Evou5j 
the nime of which I have forgot* cho' I rcfriem* 
bdr that they faid fQiteethktg ofOape Hornt> 
lb that I fuppofe this iflaad was ntot fat from 
that Cape. /C l ' V • 

' ■ - . i i . 

Our hew mafter and his *nen examining iiw 
to Whatftores ofprovifions we hadtefir, found 
themfelvci under a necelfity of demanding of 
their coftttades as much as they thought their 
Vojtege wOtfd require, tho* they-w^ dOritciited 
With but fliort fitllOWance. AU r * things bekig 
thtts fettled, tKc ptrdtes Jhip w&rc <bon «*it ^>f 
fight, tho' 6u#s dfcwdcd all the tMli^ttould; 
that they might be able to mak^ thdr voyage 
Whilft our pro\tffions laftfcd. We ftU'd two or 
thfee <days m pretty good Weather, and War ft&9 
ftfcmeh found leifure enough tfcitfakfe thekr *fc 
ilreflfes to the young girls ; fome?of theta indeed 
Were very handfome , and frefh colbttfd, and 
being wholly at theit rfcetcy, Were j obliged to go 
with them into what part of thfc fhip they pleas'd* 
for toy part 1 exainiri'd not what paft- betwixt 
ihefh, being fiiffleiently fitisfyd that 1 Was not 
fo agreeable in thek eyes as to be made the vt- 
ftim of their liift 5 tho' my felf, theGefttfcman'fc 
wife, the old Lady, and two others, were all 
that dfcap'd them 5 and how long We had done 
fo I know not, if their conftancy'hftd wot held 
them to their firft choice, till the enfttirig ftonn 
found them other employment. Anp 



Digitized by LjOOqIc 



> 

C 38 3 

f Akd indeed amoft terrible temped, with ah 
Violent wind, and frequent hurricanes, turn'd our 
fhip even where they plcasd, and at laft I 
found quite out of their knowledge. All the: 
hands we had were fain to be employ *d to 
keep her above water 5 this tempeft having- 
continu'dfor fome days, which was made more; 
terrible by the prodigious claps of thunder, fuch 
as I never heard in alt my life, and fuch flaftes 
of lightning, that made us feem to fail through? 
fire it fclf: But at laft the winds began to abate,* 
and a calmer fca to enfuc, to our very great com- 
fort: Yet another evil now came upon us, which 
«re did not much think of during the ftorm, 
and that was, the fear of ftarving, for our pro- 
yifions and water grew fo low, that it was im- 
poflible we could fubfift above three days longer * 
iefides, our fliip had fuffer'd fo much in the 
paft ftorm that flic was very leaky, fo that 
three or four } men were continually fofc'd to 
ply the pumps \ and the maftcr having made 
his obfervations, found, that tho' he was in the 
South Sea, he was yet gone fo many leagues be- 
yond his dcftiiVd port, that it was impollible 
lie could go back, both for want of provifions, 
and the crazinefs of our fhip, But the fecond 
day after the ftorm we were all reviv'd to hear 
the cry of Land from the top-maft head ; ou? 
matter therefore ftccr'd dirc&ly towards the land, 
tho* pcrfe&ly ignorant of what coaft it ftiould 
be ; and a brisk gale rifing np fo exaftly for 
us, that our fhip fail'd before the wind. The 
' ' • m ... .. . . "*•. . next 
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iifcxt morning we found our felvcs within a fe\^ 

kagues of a toaft that look'd like a perpetual range 
ofvaft high mountainous rocks, without any 
place where thete fcem'd a pollibility of getting 
on fliorej but one of bttf men who had a 
itelelcope, perfuaded us, that he difcover'd to 
die weftward of thoft rdcksi 4 flatter (horc, 
fo that we immediately fteer'd to that part, 
where we found a little creek, into which we 
run our lKip, with a gf eat deal of joy to all 
our company, as well pirates as others, never' 
considering what country we were caft on, whe- 
ther inhabited or not, and if inhabited, whether 
by a people civiliz'd, or barbarous 5 or if not- 
inhabited, what we fhouid do to fublift, fince 

*>ur proviiions were now quite (pent. 

4 - 

Not confidering, I fay, any of thefe difficul- 
ties, we all went on fliore, by the confent of 
our new maftersj and going a few fpaces up 
into the country, we were fo lucky as to meet 
/ With a pretty fpring, of whofc waters we all 
took our fill, and found them the moft delicious 
that ever we taftcd in our lives, at leaft they 
appear'd . fo to us who had been fo long ftraiten'd 
in our liquor : We had each of us about half a 
bisket left, and after we had quench'd the vio- 
lence of our thirft, we fell to eating of that, 
as if it had been the beft food in the world. 

■ 

After this repaft, our matters began to 

muftcr up, and to call over thcU people, and 

found 
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found that in the ftorm we had only loft thr cc bF 
the fick pirates, who, I told you* were pi*t on 
board us a moft of the reft were very weak, and 
more likely to dye thantoliVe; the Frenchmen* 
and wc, were all pretty well, and I was extreme- 
ly glad to find the old Gentlewoman, who was 
Very good humoufd, and whoin I thought the, 
leaft capable of going through thefe hardftVip^ 
the moft brisk and jolly of us all. Our matter 
defach'd three or four of his men, arm'd 
with fmall guns, up into the country to make, 
difcoveries, and the reft went on fhip-board>. 
with fome of the men prifoners, to bring on. 
fliore fome conveniences for his fick men tp lye 
on, and to examine into the condition of the 
fhip, now the tide was out, and not above ten 
foot water in the creek. About five o' clock in the 
afternoon our fpiesreturn'd, and brought us word 
that they had been feveral miles up the country ,but 
could difcover neither man nor beaft 5 but told us 
th# the country it felf was certainly a new para- 
dice y the air all around being perfum'd by the 
odoriferous flowers and herbs that grew wild 
there in great abundance 5 that the trees were 
loaded with delicious fruit, of various fizes and 
colours, bilt whether good for food or not 
they durft not try 5 all that they ventured to 
take was fome bunches pf grapes^ which were 
the .lacgeft a$d moft beautiful that ever we 
faw 5 and the fpics having tafted them before, 
we all ventur'd to do the like, that is, as foon 
a* «ur company had brought us. a good hand- 

fome 
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fon^ie ftock of them. Thcfe rcfrcfhcd us cx**\ 
tremcly, afforded a fort of nourifliment, of* 
which \vc had then very confidcrablc need*. 
They ventur'd likewife, at their rcqucft, to giver 
fome of them to the lick men; to whom they, 
were fuch a cordial, that we prefently difco- ; 
ycrd new life in their eyes. It grew .now 'to-, 
wards night, and upon a private debate among 
tliemfclves, our matters agreed, that thofe that, 
had a mind to it, might rye on fhore, but with-, 
in call of the ihip. The prifoncrs were all will- 
ing to venture theriifelves on land, being fuffici- 
enfly tir'd with -the paft voyage .: However, they 
permitted us to take all the necclTaries we found 
in the ihip, for our accommodation in the night : 
For my part, I did not much care how I lay y 
not fearing to catch cold, or any other miichicf, 
itnee I expe&ed to dye of hunger in a few days, 
. which was far more terrible than any diftemper 
I could apprehend from this conduct. The next 
morning the pirate went out again on difco- 
vcries, and fb did three or four of the French* 
men> who having been kept fo fhort in their 
allowance on fhip-board, were too lharp fet to 
be very cautious in trying the fruit they found 
on the trees, and by good luck found many of 
them, not only very favoury, but very nourifh- 
ing, appcafing their hunger, and fatisfying thek 
appetite as well as they could wifh, and'finiih*- 
ing tlicir banquet with fome of the grapes t:ha£ 
grew there in great abundance * they loaded 
themfelvcs as well as they could, and brought 
' * " G them 
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them to lis \V6men ; fomc of the fruit looka 
like chefnuts, the' of a much finer flavour, and 
richer taftc* fomc had the appearance of very 
large oranges, but upon cutting them they prov*d 
folid, and yielded a very noble food : Some of 
the young laflcs, and the Gentleman's wife, were 
afraid to touch them for fear they fhould be veno- 
mous, even after they had feen me eat heartily 
of them, being willing (they faid) to fee what 
effeft they had on me and the Frenchmen who 
had eaten 5 fo they contented themfelves with a 
few of the grapes, which they had before expe- 
rience to be good and wholfome. 

The night coming on, the remaining pirates 
were under a great confirmation when they found 
their companions not rcturn'd, and more fo, when 
the night (hut in without any news of them 5 and 
indeed it alarm'd us all, and made us think of 
returning into the fliip for fafcty 5 but it being 
dark, it was a difficulty not to be got over by 
the women, who were therefore fore'd to re- 
main upon the land, and the men prifoners ftaid 
with us and watch'd us all the night, for fear of 
any furprize from the fuppos'd natives of that 
place. When the morning came and fully fatit 
fy'd us that we had been afraid of mere imaginary 
enemies, no creature appearing yetamongftus; 
we all ventured to walk up into the coun- 
try, men and women : The pirates, not much 
caring what become of us, empioy'd themfelves 
Entirely in refitting their fliip, flopping all the 
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leaks, and mending the fails and mafts, which 
had fufFcfd very much in the ftorm : They obligM 
us, however, to bring back with us grapes, and 
other fruit, enough for their fupport. This day 
alfo pafs'd, and no news of the pirates who went 
to view jHe country the day after our arrival; 
and indeed it wa^the fixth day, almoft night be- 
fore they came back, when they brought an ac- 
count, that they had gone, to the beft of their 
judgment, fifty miles an end, and met with no 
Jiving creature 5 they faw indeed jfomctimes fe- 
' veral birds, but came within (hot of none 5 that 
they found the low-lands of the country edg'd 
all along on one fide with thofc rocky mountains 
which we faw. by us, and on the other, by the 
fcy> that when they had gp^c about half way, y - > 
they beheld a high hill, from whence they hop'd 
to have a pfofpoSt of the whole place, wjiich 
made them proceed in their journey, tW*hcy 
found it much farther in their going, than they 
imagin'd when they faw the hill, to the top of 
which, they had a pretty eafy afcent for above 
twp miles together 5 and when they were got 
up tp the very higbeft part of it, all they could 
difcover, for wrant of telescopes, was, that the 
reft of that country feem'd nothing but hills 
and rocks, and ? vaft fea beyond them, as well * 
as all round tKenu by which it was plain, that 
this was ^ iiflind* and no coarineijti fo de- 
fending ftp^ fht hill, they made what ipecd 
back they cpi#d* that the vflfcysj. or low part 
of the ifland, wa?, a$ they guieisd, no where 

1 - G z broader 
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broader thfan feven miles, but every where di- 
"VcrJify'd with little woods or groves, fprings 
;and (mall brooks of delicate water, and a great 
quantity of ftuit of various kinds, with which 
they liipported tliemfclves vcty well in their jour- 
'ney : We were indeed all furpriz'd, that a place 
To adapted for convenient and happy living, j 
ihould be wholly without inhabitants ; and feme j 
of us concluded that we were ordain d to peo- 
ple it 5. and the young laflcs, with whom the j 
'f hates had already been familiar, as I told you, ; 
ftehiU to leave' fto' (tone unturn'd to contribute j 
their part towards this work j for Aye had little ' 
of their comply whenever Dm; niafters were at I 
leffure from rcfittiiig the fhip, to divert them- 
selves, and pafs their time in fiuch 'plcafurcS as 
were agreeable , to, them i attcf \VC wifh'd indeed 
that thev would have kept them always with 
tKem, for w hen they ' Wcr£ wittf its' they were 
/extremely troublcfome, fliro that \nfoleucc and 
Impudence wfiich they had" cpnt/aftcd by their 
Vices, affumin^ a fort of authority from their fa- 
miliarity with our prefent , matters, cfpccially 
J t>nc of them, "of whom, it feems, the rfiaftct, \ 
or captain, was fo fond, that the otliers c^ll v d 
Jier Governed; Hei: r namc AVas x Beity Hi^am, 
'at lcaft the iiajiic that file iajfRiilild j " 'flic wa£ r i6\t- 
rably handfome, 1 ffld fung pretty Well, and wis 
Jbeltdes an excellent mirnidc, ha4 a very &bod 
ftock of aflurahcc ? aild by her coriverftrioii pldi'n- 

;iy difcovei^ '^m&^Wei:;^ 
"that nonvittiftancBng her pretences of being 
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the unfortunate reli& of a broken merchant bf 
that name 5 it was too evident that (he had pub- 
lickly intrigu'd, and was forcU, in all probability, 
by being an old face in London, and quite out 
of credit, to feek a new ' fortune abroad where 
flic was lefs known, 

r Furnish'd withthefe qualities, (he hadrea- 
dcr'd her felf rfiiftrcfs of the inclinations, as I 
have faid, of the principal of our mafters$' and 
I from the beginning dctcrmin'd to make my 
Advantage of the intereft flie had in him, and 
therefore miich againft my will, made my couft 
; to her,~anH perfuaded her to engage tour cap- 
tain, not only to furnifh us with- all that was 
Ticcclfary for our lying on fhore , but to let 
<us have fuch trunks and boxes as were- able t<* 
furnifli lis with materials to keep us at woA ; 
which ftxt the more cafily yielded to, by my 
"promifuig ' r that flic fhould have a larg£ (hare, 
not only, in my cargo of linen,, but in my work 
to make it up; She having : fo good (uccefe in 
this, and underftandirig that in the flitp >jperc 
found fcveral hatchets, and other took fit for 
a joyner .or carpenter, \yc flatter d heir and her 
comrades fo effe&ually, as to r get them for. our 
'French fello\v-prifoncrs , who were engagd-to 
' me, who was the onfy perfoh that fpoke French 
among \isV to build fome little huts , which 
might pr6te£t us better from the rains than that 
flieltcr -whidi the trees afforded us. The French 
confined of three joy nets, twopriefts and afu£ 
r gcon j 
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gcdii j who was afterwards diat husband whom 
I now have. About three or four miles farther 
up in the country , they had found out a 
much more pleafant abode than that in which 
we now were, and to which we got our Govec- 
noufs permiflion to retreat, , It was a pretty o- 
penfpace, furrounded with groves or woods $ 
in the mklft, there was a pretty -large fpring, 
which fed a little brook, that in its courfc ruQ 
quite thro' the woods northward. 

In this lktle plain, : our builder dcflgn'd to fix 
our new habitations , which they purpos'd to 
make of a tree they' had found oi#, that was 
as foft as fir, but of a much finer nature , and 
which they found would fplit with abundance 
of eafe. Of this they made a fort of boards, 
and foon ere&ed four little dwellings; one for 
the Gentleman and his wife , add another for 
m£ and Mrs, Wright (for fo was the old Gen- 
tlewoman call'd ) another for the three young 
laflfes that continu'd with us, and a fourth fo* 
themfelves $ but as for the reft we took no man- 
ner of care, fince they chofe generally to lie on 
fhip-board with their lovers. Thefe little huts 
they cover'd with the broad leaves of a certain 
isee that grew thereabouts; thefe leaves were as 
thick as the canvas of whieh our fails were made, 
and about half a yard over. They fix'd up oujr 
hammocks, and difpos'd our baggage within our 
little apartment ; they found the greateft diffi- 
culty to make us doors , having no hinges nor 

locks j 
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locks ; but this they fupply'd by making ledges 
above and below, and Aiding the door into them, 
which wra$ eafily faften'd by a pin on the in* 
fide. We were all mighty glad when, this work 
was finifh'd, as :having never till then pulTd off 
our cloaths, . or fttifted our felves. Mr. Walker* J 
the marry'd Gentleman, gave each of our French 
workmen a clean fhirt, for he had with htm a 
large flock, which we had now all on more. 
We had alfo prevailed with our Governefs , as 
^re caird her, to get her Lords to change the 
rags in which they had cloath'd them upon 
their being taken, for their own cloaths again. 
Madam having done us all thefe favours, we 
very ungratefully, and hnpolitickly too, began 
to flight and affront her and her fifterhood, whici i 
had like to have been fatal to us all ; for one 
of the Frenchmen having prefs'd the grapes, and 
made fome of the moft delicious wine in the 
world of them, prcfented the pirates with a 
tafte of it, who liking it extremely well, ordered 
> them to bring on (hore half a dozen emptjr 
casks, in which we had had fmall beer; and!j 
beating out the tops of them, and flopping the 
bung-holes with cork, commanded us to wafh 
them, and fill than with the fame juice. Alt 
hands were immediately fet to work , the men; 
to gather them, and bring them to us, and. the 
women to (quee£c them into the veffels * which 
was not fo very laborious a task, becaufe they* 
took care to gather no bunches but what were? 
■ . fully 
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fully ripe ; and we had, bcfides, the hands 
all the madams to help us on this occafion. 

. The vefTcls being all full , we had immedi- 
ate orders to remove two or three of them to- 
wards the fhip, which with much ado was at, 
laft effc&cd > and the prates having been a 
great while without wine, had no patience to 
ftay till it was fine , but fell to drinking of it 
lijpon the lee. This opportunity Betty Higham 
took to be revengd upon the affronts (for fa 
ihe calTdour flighting and avoiding her company) 
aod niade her complaints with the utmoft invete*. 
facy againft all of us ; intimating, that fhe won-' 
dcr'd'that fmce we were flaves as well as*the)Y 
that they did not take the fame privilege with, 
us, but leave us the vanity of our fupposd vir- 
tue, to infult them fpr their willing obedience, 
to their matter's commands. The pirates being 
warm with the wine, and vitious in their own- 
nature, approv'd the hint, and thought four or five, 
rfrelh women would compleat their entertain-, 
xnent 5. they therefore lent immediately two other 
women to command our attendance, who per- 
formed their meflage in a moft haughty manner j 
telling us, that we fhould no longer pretend aa 
excellence above them, fincc the Governefs had; 
found this way to humble us ; but when wc 
made a difficulty of obeying , they plainly told 
us, that if we would not go with them, wc might 
cxpedt to be dragg'd thither by fomeof the men, 
and perhaps murthcr'd when they had had their 
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•Will of us. This frighted the three young laf- 
fes that rem^iu'd with us fo far, that they went 
with thcnl, When they were gone, Mr. Wal- 
ker > Mr. Wright and I, went dire&ly to our men, 
who were at work a little farther in the woods, 
to confult with them what we fhould do on 
this occafion ; who advised us, by all means, to 
to go up farther into the country, and hide our 
*elveS) as well as we could, in the thickets, to 
avoid their fury at leaft th^t night, hoping that 
the next day* when they were fobcr, they might 
be prevailed on to take more gentle rcfolutions; 
fo we ail together went farther on , about two 
mile, and bending towards the mountains, we 
came to a little wood that was fo thick with 
tinder- wood that we could not get into it 5 but 
one of our guards going round it, he found at 
laft a little inlet, through which, by the help 
of their hatchets, they might be able to get Us 
in one by one 5 which they did, with fome 
difficulty ; and the better to fecure Us , they 
trampled about for a quarter of a mile farther, 
to leave the print of their footfteps, to miflead 
our purfuefs to die next coppice, where they 
ended. By that time all this was done, and 
wc got into our place of fafety; we heard three 
or four of them come running and hallooing, 
fvvearing and curling ; but driving in vain to get 
into our little wood, they fwore bloodily that 
we could not be there, fince there was not 
room for even a moufe to get in 5 fo they 
Vent on to the coppice I fpokc of, where ha* 
• : H ving 
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viilg fiiffiticntly torn their doaths, and hatch- 
ed thftir hands, legs and faces, we heard them 
retttrit curfing us to hell, fwcaring tliey would 
feck no farther after us that night, having whores 
enow already to ferve 'till next morning. 

W e were glad to hear them go back again, 
but kept our felvcs clofe in our lurking place! 
till good part of the next morning was over 5 
but certainly never was fb dreadful a night 
pafs'd, not for the thunder and lightning, lot 
wc had much greater in the ftorm at fea$ but 
for the Orange noifes that feem'd to come out 
of the ground, which it felf appear'd to trem- 
ble beneath us. 

What I am going to tell you, Sir, may 
feem incredible to one that has not been us'd 
to read the fevcral alterations that happen in 
the earth; the fca fometimes fwallowing up 
whole countries , and fometimes cafting Up, * 
as it were, whole iflands in a night, where 
there was no land before. This, if I may give 
credit to the accounts 1 have read, has hap-' 
pen'd in the Archipelago, and fevcral other 
parts of the world 5 which, with the finding of 
fea-lhcll in the inland countries, has made fome 
believe that the fca and the earth have chang'd 
places 5 but be that as it will, I am witnefs to 
this which I am going to tell you, and owe to 
it one of the grcateft deliverances that ever I 
had in my life. 

* , I told 
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I told you juft now of our retreat into the 
thicket, to avoid the rage and luft of the pi- 
rates $ but having ftaid there the next day 'till 
near noon, without hearing any thing of them, 
it was agreed to fend one of our party out tp 
gain intelligence how things ftood, and Mon- 
sieur Dubourdieu proffer'd himfelf to be 
the man ; he return cl again in a little more 
than an hour, full of amazement, and tel- 
ling us that we might all quit our lurking 
place, fince our enemies, in all probability, 
were no more, but fwallow'd up, fljip and all, 
in the earthquake that we felt fomething of 
laft night, or were overwhelm'd with that vaft 
quantity of earth that had rifen up and covcr'd 
ail that part of the ifland where they were, 
and reach'd even as far, within a few furlongs, 
as our laft fettlement. Upon ,his afluranccs, 
full of thanfo fqr our cfeapc, we all came out 
into the open country, and went back to fee 
the ftrange revolution in our. little world 5 and 
were ftricken with unfpeakable terror and won- 
der at the fight we beheld , finding that all the 
country, from our fettlement to the fea, had 
entirely chang'd its face % and that in the night, 
in the midft of thofe terrible noifes which wc 
heard, the fea or earth had thrown up prodigi- 
ous mountains for twelve miles together 5 that is, 
from the mod JVefterly point of thofe rocks. We 
faw at our coming hither, even fix miles be- 
yond the main land of the ifland to the Weft, 
by which jetting out into^thc lea there was 
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form cl a fort of a haven, or calm road, pro! 
tcfted againft all winds but the Weft and 
Northwefti that from the heighth of thefe 
mountains, in all probability, there had tum- 
bled down fuch vaft quantities of earth, as to 
have cover'd all the low-land, and part of the 
fca , for betwixt three and four miles broad , 
and fo rais'd the furface by an eafy afcent up 
to the mountains thcmfclves. 

We view'd all this fo long, that we were al- 
moft ftupid with the confufion which it gave 
us 5 blcffing our good fortune that had made 
us fly fo far from this dangerous neighbour- 
hood 5 and tho' the pirates and their Ladies 
were a parcel of moft profligate wretches, wc 
could not but pity their terrible fate, which 
had fo- on a fudden funk them in the tnidft 
of their fins 5 but our own proper fears foon 
baniffrd thefe confiderations , arid made us 
think of removing to fome other fettlement, 
farther from this direful place 5 but ftnee wc 
could not prefently carry away our effe&s, we 
were content to go only with our hammocks 
fome few miles from it , 'till we had fix'd up- 
on a convenient fttuation : And upon a full 
debate of the matter, we came to this refolu- 
tion, that we would fettle as near as we could 
to the middle of the ifland* fo our Gentle- 
men, in a few days, found out a plcafant hil- 
lock or rifing ground \ fomething more than 
two miles from the Wefiern fca, and above 
0 three 
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three from that range of rocks which ran croft 
the country to the Eafis and much about the 
mid-way, between the North and the South 
fide of the ifland. Near this We fix'd our- 
hammocks, under the flicker of the adjacent 
woods, 'till we could be provided with better 
lodgings 5 which our Gentlemen went about r 
With the utmoft expedition, every one of then* 
labouring hard to contribute to the firiifhing of 
the wbrkV But the firft thing they did was tx» 
frame four forts of carriages, to which the 
joy nets made br6ad low wheels, as well as 
they could 5 and with thefe, in a little time* 
brought away our baggage, and what other 
filings were neceflary for our wofk.. They re- 
folv'd now not to make four different huts , a£ 
before, but one -contiguous building 5 -and tho^ 
they labour'd with a great mariy^ difficulties fotf 
want of iron-work , yet, with a great deal of 
induftry and pains , they fupply'd J that defeft, 1 
and in abo\it three month's tiriie compleated af 
tolerable habitation* and we fettkd in our new* 
^bode with a great deal of fatisfa&ioii, f 

Our houfe being thus finifli'd, our men, to 
keep themfclvcs employ cl, and make' our habi- 
tation the more convenient, went upon furnilh- 
ing it' with tables, and fuch feats as they could 
make, 'till we had all things that were abfolutc- 

ly neceffary for our accommodation. 

» » 

■ 

Mr* 
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Mr. Walker, his Lady, and the old Gentle-' 
woman could fpeak no French* nor could the 
Frenchmen at firft fpeak any Engjijh, but in time 
they came to fpeak it intelligibly ; 'till when, 
jnoft of the converfation run thro' my hands, 
I being interpreter to them all, tho' they were 
every one full of the complaifance, fo ufual in 
thofeof that nation; yet Monfteur T>ubour dieu 
difcover'd a more than ordinary civility to, and 
care of me, nor did he at laft make any fcru- 
ple of declaring, that he had a peculiar love for 
inc. 

One day when the men were gone out for 
provifions, or a walk, and we women were 
Ipft alone, Mrs. Walker difcover'd a very great 
uncafinefs at her prefent condition, and exprefs'd 
her fear that fhe fhould never get from this place. 
I did what I coul4 to comfort her, and told her, 
that I thought bur prefent ftate fomething bet- 
ter thai} that of our firft parents after the Fall, 
they being more folitary for feveral years togc* 
ther, fince there was no other people in the 
yorld but themfelves, nor could, exped any 
'fill their childrcu were grown up fit for con- 
verfation; but we werp a pretty jolly company, 
and were not without hopes we might be dc- 
liver'd by the chance arrival of fomc (hip. True, 
faid flie, but that is very uncertain, flncc I find, 
that fhe pirates themfelves, who arc us'd to thefe 
Jfcas, knew nothing of this ifland 5 fo that there 

is 

■ 
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Is more probability of the decrcale than the In* 
crcafc of our company. * Oh, Madam, faid T, as 
long as you live, I hope we fhall every now and 
then incrcafc by a little one from you, fince I 
find, at laft, an inftance of it from your be- 
ing with child. That will be but flow work* 1 
intcrpos'd Mrs. Wright^ unlefs you add to the 
number of our breeders, by marrying Monfieur 
^Dubourdieu, who has long exprefs'd his love 
for you. I would fain have diverted die difcourfe, 
but the old Gentlewoman went on 5 you find, 
faid fhe, that he is the only perfon among the 
fix men whom you can make choice of for a 
husband 5 the three joyners you hear, arc, by 
their own confcflion, marry'd men 5 and the two* 
priefts, you know, according to their Religion*' 
can have no w \vcs : Nor, faid I, is Monfieur 
Dubourdieu like to have one in me, he is too 
much a ftranger for me to entertain any fiich 
thoughts about him, and I have fufferYi too much 
already, by being credulous of the profeflions of 
mankind. 

This was the fum of that day's difcourfe, 
which Mrs. Walker told her husband, and in 
that, the reft of die company ; as foon as they 
came to us, Mmfieur Dubourdieu returned 
them thanks for their good offices, and defird 
earneftly that they would renew them, nor give 
over 'till they had vanquifh'd my obftinacy: 
They perfe&ly comply'd with his defire, nor 
would let me alone j 'till having had fuffi- 

cient 
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dent experience of his good temper, and ven* 
ly believing that I Ihotild have better fortune 
With him, than I formerly had, either with 
the Englijh or Ir i finnan \ in the beginning of 
the third year, I confented to become his y ife 
^nd the ceremony was perform'd by the elder 
of the two priefts, who could fpeak the beft 
Englijhy and who was fare d to fatisfy me, in 
performing it over again, according , to my Com- 
y&nSPrajer Book. " y 

This year was remarkable, not only for tny 
inartiage, but for the birth of Mr. Walker'* child, 
tho' the l^ft was as melancholy an incident, as the 
firft was merry * for tho' we brought the child alive 
into the world, it liv'd not many days $ and 
thfc mother, to the unfpeakable forrow of the 
husband, dy'd before the end of the month i 
we buried her with all the folemnity that we 
we*e able, but could never appeafe Mr. Walker** 
grief as long as he liv'd, which was not ma- 
ny months after his wife : His death happen'd 

in the following manner. 

.... • 

The men having work'd themfelVcs enritely 
out of employ^ knew not what to do wkhjthem- 
fclves, but rambled up and down every day,; 
from one part of the ifland to another. The 
pirates about two days before their miferablc 
cataftrbphe, had been rowing about in the long 
boat by the North fide of the ifland, in hopes 
to difoover fome other part of it; but having 
. . row'd 
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row 'd about twenty miles to no purpofe, they 4 
came back again, and doubling the Wcftward 
point, they put on fhore in a little creek that 
run about a quarter of a mile within the land, 
where they faftcn'd her in about two foot wa- 
ter, defigning the next day, or a day or two 
after, to renew their enquiry, and go farther on 
the Northward coaft, but were prevented, I fup- 
pofe, by fome other thoughts, and fo never 
went again. This boat was found in the fame 
place by fome of our company, almoft three 
years after, and it was agreed among them to 
go out the fame way from her, which the pi- 
rates had gone, to try to make fome difcovery,' 
and the rather, becaufe when they had been 
fome time upon the North hill, formerly men- 
tioned, they either heard, or thought they heard,' 
the found of trumpets, or fome inftruments like 
them : Accordingly the three joyncrs, one of 
the priefts, and Mr. Walker, putting provifions 
enough on board to ferve them two days, efpe- 
cially a large quantity of grapes, they row'd 
away, but how far they went, or what became 
of them, we could never learn, for they re- 
turn'd no more to us: This was a great di- 
minifliing to our little company, which was now 
redue'd to four perfons ; viz. the prieft who 
had no mind to go upon this expedition, the old 
Gentlewoman, my husband, and my felf. 

We had nothing remarkable for above two 
years more, the fame things happening to us eve- 
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ff day over and over again, with very little va- 
riation, tfhich afforded nothing worth relating ; 
we eat of the fruit, and drank of the purling 
ftrcam, fcftnetimes moderately improv'd with the 
juice of die gtape, which we got andpreferv'd 
in little veffels, with which nature furniffrd us j 
for thef c grew a fort of fruit upon a ftalk which 
lay upon the ground, much like our pompions 
m England, tho'near as large , again as any that 
I ever faw 5 the outer rind wa^ pretty hard, fo 
that they were fore'd at firft to ufe hatchets to 
^le^ve them open, in order to fee what they con- 
tairid v befides this outer rind, which was fome- 
thing like the fhell of a nut, tho' ten times thick- 
er than any that I know of, there were two 
other rinds, about two inches thick each, and 
near as foft as that of a melon; under all thefe 
there was a very pleafant food, of which one of 
the joyners ventur'd to tafte, invited by the fine- 
nefs of its fmell, and we all followed, he ha- 
ying made the experiment 5 and it is obfervable, 
that we never met with any thing noxious a- 
mong all the fruits and herbs, which were fat 
plenty in this place, mod of which, fomeof us 
rafted at one time or other - y the upper rind of this 
fruit was as eaftly clear 'd of all' it contain'd, 
when open d, as a nut-fliell is of the kernel j 
our workmen therefore, inftead of fpiitting them, 
as at firft, faw'd off the head, and fo made com- 
pleat veffels that held about three or four gallons, 
pnd thefe we fill'd with the juice of the grape, 
of which wc made two forts, one, by laying a 

great 
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great heap of bunches full ripe upon on* ano* 
thcr on a clean table, and the weight of the 
grapes pre#d one another, whilft our veflel* 
beneath caught the juice as it fell 5 and when! 
no more came away by this means, we fqueez'd 
them with our hands, but kept thefe two juices 
afunder in different veffels, for there was indeed 
ia great deal of difference in the wine ; but to 
prefcrve pur liquor the better, they digg'4 a pret- 
ty cave in the fide of a bank, and there we placed 
our wine, having firft cover'd it with the upper 
part of the fhell, around which was fix'd a fort 
of a hoop, and in the middle of it a handle to 
take it off and put it on : There was fame of this 
wine left, which we made in the fecond year, 
even when I left the ifland, for it was of a ve- 
ry ftrong body, and would have kept, 1 believe, 
twenty years, fixteen I am fure it did, for fb long 
after it was, before I was delivered ftom this Co 
litude. I have already told you how our com- 
pany was redue'd 5 but fortune yas not yet fatis- 
ty'd, nor was I come to the heighth of my tryal, 
' 'till I was left quite alone : The next two that 
I loft, was the prieft and my husband, tho* 
it was above two years after before I t$d that 
^ffii&ion. 

The prieft, and Mr. c Dubour4ieu J went daily 
out a walking, either to the fea fide Weftward, 
to fee if they could difeover any fhip, or fome- 
timcs to the North-Weft hill on the fame errand, 
but it was long before they vehtur'd upon the new 

I 2 hill 



Digitized by Google 



hill that was rifen upon the South-weft part $ 
but at laft feeing it all over green, they went 
up to the top of it, and from its height looked 
out for fhips, but to no purpofe; this being too 
far for a . day's walk, without a great fatigue, 
they, would not venture to ftay long for fear of 
frightening us by their abfence, without letting 
us know of it beforehand ; but they agreed to 
go on purpofe to ftay a day or two, in order 
to fearch it from one end to the other; accor- 
dingly, in about a week's time, they went, and 
rcturn'd in three days after, giving us this ac- 
count; That the hill thrown up in the night, 
was about twelve miles long, and three miles 
In the declivity 5 that going to the moft eafter- 
ly part of it, they came within ten foot of the 
mountainous rocks that were there before; 
that being there by day break, they heard the 
moft harmonious mulick, both voqil and inftru- 
xnental, that could be imagin'd on this fide hea- 
ven : The prieft, who had been in Italy, and 
prefent at all the performances of both voices, 
and mulick, which were eminent in that coun- 
try, declar'd, that they were all infipid and flat, 
in comparifon of what he had now heard 5 and 
they both told us, it feem'd to them to paf? 
on like a proceffion^ tho* it was of fome hours 
Continuance. 

* 

This had rais'd our curiofity fo far, that wc 
rcfolv'd to take a journey with them, to par- 
ticipate of the fame pleafure: Accordingly, we 

walk'd 
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walk'd the firft day to oar feimer habitation, 
and refting there all night, began pur walk to 
the top of the hill by the very firft appearance of 
daylight 5 but nothing could we hear of their 
boafted harmony, except fome diftant founds 
of wind inftruments, which was fo faint that 
we could not determine whether it vf!as really 
fo, or only the efFed of fancy 5 fo that tir'd 
with our waiting to no purpofe, we came 
down again, and fpent the reft of die day in 
the fhade, and the night in our old huts, and 
the morning following we fct forward for 
nc. 



nut 



The pricft and my husband, notwithftand- 
ing our bantering them, and endeavours to 
perfuadc them that all they had told us was 
nothing but a pleafant dream, they perfifted in 
thcfa&j and, upon many deliberations, conclu- 
ded that itmuftbe the inhabitants in the moun- 
tainous parts, who were that morning, when 
they heard the mufick, performing fome fo-. 
lemn feftival perhaps to the Moon, fince it was 
much about the new Moon when they heard 
it , and therefore they refolv'd to be at the 
fame place the next change of the fame pia- 

They went accordingly, but were again di£ 
appointed , hearing nothing but thofc diftant > 
lpvinds which we had imaging that we alfo 
fead heard ; Ajl which had heighten'd tfieij cu* 

- rioftty 
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tiofity fb far , that they rcfolv'd to endeavoui? 
to make a difcovcry of what was conccal'd irt 
thofe mountains. All the difficulty was how to 
get upon them, for betwixt the new mountains 
and the old ones, there was a fort of a gap or 
chafm, which they judg'd to be about ten or 
twelve foot over, and above fifteen deep 5 they 
concluded therefore to lay a fort of a bridge 
a-crofs it : And in order to it cut down one 
of the light ttees, whoft body was above fit 
teen foot high, but fo fmall, that when they 
had cut it out it was not much above half a 
foot broad 5 however, with a pole of the fame 
length, and each his hatchet ftuck in his girdle, 
they went upon this new expedition, much a- 
gainft my inclinations, and contrary to my defires. 
The day after they were gone I had a mind to 
follow them, but my old Gentlewoman was 
taken fo ill, that fhe could think by no means 
of fo long a jaunt, nor could 1 think of leav- 
ing her alone when fhe was not well ; fb I 
determin'd to wait with patience the return of 
our men. Mrs. Wright grew worfe and worfe 
every day, and I more impatient to know what 
was become of my husband : In fhort , in a 
little more than a week's time, worn out with 
age and her evil fortune, fhe gave up the ghofh 
But before fhe dy'd, obferving my grief, fhe 
took me by the hand, and begg'd me not 
to give too much way to forrow, but prefcrve 
my felf for better fortune 5 which, in time; fhe 
was confident would be my lot, at leaft if I 
\ 9 thought 
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Ihought it better fortune to be rcftor'd from this 
folitude to a more habitable part of the world; 
but as for her part, (he was very well content 
to die in thefc unknown regions of the earth, 
being as near to heaven there as any where elfe; 
fo charging me not to throw away hope, and 
commending her felf earneftly to her Maker, 
Ate expirU ; , i 

• . ; 

t It was with fame difficulty that I digg'd a 
hole capable of receiving her body; which, 
however, I at laft effe&ed juft without our lit-? 
tie houft, and putting her into it, covered hec 
up. 

I was thus left all alone to bemoan and .ia? 
ment my unhappy (late, which I did for fome 
days; but this irkfome folitude growing more 
familiar to me, and grief, which feldom lay 
long in my bofom, wearing off, I refolv'd to 
go towards thofe parts whither my husband 
and the prieft were already gone, and whore 
my fondnels gave me hopes that I might find 
feme footfteps of them, i had no great care 

" as to taking provifton with me, fmce the trees 
every where afforded me food as I wait along ; 

. and the fprings, which were very frequent, all 
the liquor I defifd ; putting therefore a little 
goblet i|i my pocket, with a knife, 1 loaded 
my felf with die lighted hammock I had, and 
fet: forward by break of day; and refting all 

the heat under the flude of the trees, I went 

on 
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iki again till the evening; when fixing my ham- 
mock on two trees, Irefted very heartily all 
night, being fufficicntly tir'd with my walk, 
tho' not above ten miles. The next morning 
I proceeded on my journey, and that day 
reach'd ten miles more, ,as well as I could 
guefs, that is, within two miles of the foot of 
the mountain; there again I fix'd up my ham- 
mock, and rcfted as before. As foon as day 
appear'd I got up, gather'd fome fruit to eat, 
and fome grapes to fupply the place of drink; 
and putting them in my handkerchief I went 
on^ and got at laft up the mQuntain , which 
was an eafy afcent for about three miles to- 
gether; where refrelhing my felf with eating 
the viands I had brought with me, and reft- 
ing a while I turn'd towards the Eaft , and 
went forward 'till I came to its extremity ; 
but all that I could find by this great fatigue 
was a pole and plank laid acrofs that gap in the 
mountain which I formerly mcntion'd; oft : the 
left hand of which there was nothing dread- 
ful, fince it was not above fifteen foot deep; 
but to the right a moft fearful precipice , which 
was the only tiling that hinder'd me from pur- 
suing them over the plank, the very fighttof the 
precipice making my head giddy ; I was there- 
fore fore d to lit down and bewail my misfor- 
tunes, the very beft I having to hope, being 
that they were got fafely over; tho' doubtlefs, 
by their long ftay, they muft be fallen into the 
hands of the inhabitants of that Country, if any, 

with 
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with 'whom, what fate they had met, was now 
my only fear ; fo after fdme* hours I returfi'd 
down the hill , and came to my laft lodging. 
I could not be fatisfy'd without returning next 
inorning by day-break, tatbe very famfc placed 
refolving to try to pais the plank my felf, bat* 
, when I came there 1 was fiirprte'd by that 
heavenly muAck which ttiy- husband and the 
prieft hadfo bften tal^d of, ; and which, foil pa£ 
ling forward, continu'd till' near noon, and 
went from me by degrees, till quite our of ftiy 
hearings : thed 1 lobk'd again at the pdflage^ 
but being quite dizzy with the profpeft, I 
wj^fahi r to throw my felf immediately bSek- 
^ard, or Iliad faUcn down I know not how ma- 
ny fethdm deep;: Being/ come to my felf I feci- 1 
gan to confidecpf what I- had heard, anddfrdtfr r 
thence this comfort j that if there were iiiha- ' 
hdtants in that . part of the iflahd , thefy wtr^ 
certainty 6f a very humane kihd, -fincc th£y ; 
could not have that charming mufick^mofig T 
them, and yet retain any thing barbarous •and 
I cruel; wherefore I determine to return to 
my own home, and wait with patience the 
cbmlirfg back' bf my husband and his friend, 
which i perfuaded my felf would be' as foon 
as they could find any means of efcaping$ fo 
I went back again, and refted my felf that 
night 5 the next mbrning I fet forward, and by 
eafy journies reach'd again to rtiy houfe 5 where I 
divided my time betwixt prayers and fuch o- 
ther employment, as was neceffary for my fub- 

K fiftencc. 
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Itftence. I fpcnt much time in reading thofe 
few books which I had by me, efpecialiy the Ho- 
ly Bible, in wWdi I found great comfort; feme- 
times I took pen, ink, and paper, of which 
I had a ftock by me y brought out of England 
for my own ufe in Barbadoes* The fcbjeft of 
my writing was to give an account of all that 
I could remember had happen ct to me du- 
s ring my whole life, to that very time; which 
I did partly for an amufement, and partly that 
if any one elfe fhould come upon that coaft 
4fter 1 was dead, they might find my ftoty. 

It was above three years before I faw my 
husband again, and :the greateft uneafinefs I had 
during all that time, was, that I fhould lofe 
thp ufe of my tongue by fo long a fllence ; but 
to prevent that evil, (for fuch a woman thinks 
r r-« it) I frequently talk'd to my felf ; I often fung 
both French *nd Englijh fongs: And when I 
took any books in n\V hand, I always read a- 
loud* and pronoune'd my words as diftin&iy as 
if I h^d other auditors to hear; me. • 

During thefe three years of foUtude I had 
nothing happen'd to me that deferves a parti- 
cular; narration. When the three years were 
over, and fome odd months, fitting at my door, 
towards the evening, under the flielter of fuch 
trees as had been planted about it, I was not 
a little furpriz'd and frighten'd, to fee two na- 
ked men make towards me ; I immediately ran 
in a-doors , and faftacd my felf as well as I 

could, 
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could, and was, with fome difficulty perfoaded 
by my husband and his friend ( whofc voices 
I at laft I knew) to open the door and come out 
to them 5 however I immediately got fuch li- 
nen garments as I had formerly made, and 
gave (hem my husband out of the window, 
and when they were 

them. I need not tell you the joy of our 
meeting, after fo long an abfencc, and when 
I had given over almoft all thoughts of eve* 
j feeing him again. After our firft embraces 
were over, I gave him. my fciffers to cut off 
iiis beard 5 for he had no other inftrument all 
the time flnce our fliipwreck, or landing on 
that coaft, to perform that office; the prieft 
was refolvd to let his beard grow 'till he 
came into France, which he faid he verily he- 

tiev'd he ihould do before he dy*d, 

• ♦ • 

This night of our meeting, feem'd the moft 
comfortable that ever I knew in my Life, folding 
in my arms the husband I lovU, and who k>v\i 
me entirely. After I thought him loft, you 
may be fure I was inquifitive enough into their 
adventures fincc they left me; particularly what 
fort of inhabitants they had found, and what 
had detain'd them fo long froth me. They told 
me that they had certainly been in ^aradice, that 
the inhabitants were perfeft Angels , anil ye£ 
nothing kept them fo long away but their bet- 
ing under a fort of confinement till the hour 
of their return. The particulars of all this t 
: • - • K 2 (hall 
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fhall refer to my husband's account, who was 
better able to dfcfcribe what he had feen with, 
his own eyes, and heard with his own. ears* 
than I, what I only had by relation. 

. Here my .landlady made an end, and having 
informed her husband how far (he had gone 
in their ftory, defied him to give a fall: account 
of ill that pa&d afterwards, 'till their arrival and 
fettlement in Tarts h but this was reftrv'd 'till 
the next day, when after dinner my landlord 

*Dubowdieu thus began. < 

• i • • ... 

* i. 1 .V . : i - . ; . 

: I have nothing to acquaint you with, Sir* 
relating^ to my felf or &miiy, or any of mjj 
affairs in Fronted they; contain nothing re* 
markahle enough to deferve your notice \ leu 
it fuffice, that ri^y father being a citizen of Bour* 
deaux, had me bred a Surgeon, hoping to pre- 
fer me to his: M^efly/s fcrvice foorierthat way 
than :iny others however, meeting but with 
littte Braftice, \ refolv'd to take the opportune 
ty .of \ & fhip . bound for Mart ink hoping 
lib -that hew fettlement to make my tortunc : 
It.iheipg a. time ;of peace, tho' our flup was 

* pretty good; burthen, and earry'd fifteen guns* 
yfctopedingno encmy> flic was hut ill provided 
wAh,atjxmunitioh and men fit for ah engagement j 
yet flkn^adc a pretty gqod defence againft the 
thfee pirate. Jhipr^ whidv attacked her > and had 
it ndt been for an unlucky* fliot which took 
Jxe* betwixt wind and water, I bdievewe had 
'A made 



Digitized by Google 



I [ <59 ? 

made our efcapp, but now finking in the midft 
| o£ the fight, all her, men perifh'd^ except fix of 
us; tyho ware taken up by the pirates, and pmi 
aboard one of thetf fhip%* The day before, tihe 
Engttjh fliip, in which my wife was, fell into " ; 
their hands 5 all that paft afterwards, to thctimci ^ 3 
o£my returtita niy wife, ihe . Jigs given yow . , T/. 
an account of 5 I fhali therefore hegin mynaife 
ration at our palHrig the gap in the mountains^ 
of which fhc has toldyou, 
, ' • j . t . ... t. / 1 , . . , 0 • > 

When: the prieft: and I were got ovec 
the plank, and fix'd our footing on the o* 
ther fide, r we had fome difficulty to get 
down a ftcep place of about five or fix, yards, 
aakd > which* likr > a * wail or< rampart, fuiroui** 
ded the inhabited part of the illand; but ha* 
Ving got down on .the firm land, as Irmay call it; 
we advane'd to the brow- 6f the hill, whendi 
we had a full furvey or prolp eflr of the moft 
beautiful and charming country that our eyes 
ever beheld ; hence we began our progrels down 
thro* pleafant grows, or frequent groupes of 
trees, for above a mile together ; proce^ing 
onftill, near the end of another mite, wewbrd 
fiupriz'd,* and frighten'd too* to fcfc 4it» our backs 
three huge animate, that ar firft; appear'ditb u& 
' to be LyaitSy but coming up with us, they did 
no more than take hold of the lapet of ouk 
coats, />r linen garments we had on, and thus 
led us down to the foot of the hill; above half a 
intte farther 5 ;tbey at la& brought us into a plain, 

where 
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where there were thoufands of people, vfome in 
an adjacent pool or pond, and others on its 
banks, men, women and childr en, and all ftark 
naked ; the men were all tall, and feem'd to us 
of a larger fize than generally our Europeans are, 
but of a perfeft fymmetry, and their eyes feem'd 
to carry a perfed awe and majefty in them; 
their hak was generally of a light brown , 
curling in ringlets a little below their fhouJU 
ders; that of the women fomething more 
yellow, and falling down even to their waftes ; 
not without frequent curies, which made it the 
more grateful. The women were all crown ct 
with chaplets of beautiful flowers , and the 
men had no weapon in their hands but a 
fort of a white ftaff, about feven foot in length, 
at the end of which was fixt a fort of cutting 
hook, with which I found afterwards they 
fhear'd and trimm'd the trees. As foon as omr 
Lyons had brbught us into their prefence; they 
let go their hold, and about a dozen men fur- 
rounded us without coming very near us. The 
whole company feem'd as much furpriz'd at our 
company, as we were at theirs: And one of them 
fpoke to us looking with a ftem countenance^ 
but we undcrftood not what they faid 5 but wc 
was infbrm'd afterwards they demanded of us 
who, and what we were ? Whence we came i 
And how we got thirties i Their country being' 
fiirrounded by vaft and unpaffable feas, as they, 
then thought them. All that we could do was 
to make flicw of an humble fubmilfion, and 
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itgns of our begging their mercy and prated 
&ion$ fo they feparating again pointed to the 
Lyons j and uttefd fome words, upon which* 
two of them came and fei2'd us by the gar- 
ments , as before, without doing us any far- 
ther injury. One of the company went on» 
Before, and beckdn'd us to follow him, which 
We did, being (till held by our guardian Lyons : 
As we pafifd oh, the whole company operfd 
to the right and left, to let its go thro' them, 
without touching of them; which, it Teems, 
they thought an' abomination before we had 
been purify'd, according to the cuftom of that* 
country, or rather according to the precepts of r 
their laws, fince that can fcarce be called a oi* > 
ftom, which had not been . done before in the 
memory of any one then living. Our guide i 
conduced us fome miles to a little plain, or open : 
fpace, furrounded, by a fort of quick-fet hedges 
or dwarfifh trees $ ih the midft of it there was; 
a fort of a fountain, or little pond, *ery ctouy 
and about half ; the depth of a man: As foon 
as we were * entered this little plain, our Lyons ^ 
let us go, in obedience to a nod from our 
guide, and plac'd themfelves on each fide the 
entrance ; and then our guide leaping into the 
fountain, wafh'd himfelf, and went out on the 
other fide * when he was out he made ligns to: 
us to do the fame, which (tripping our felveS ; 
we foon did, to die great amazement of the; 
native , who, as we afterwards undcrftood^ 
thought we had pull'd off our . outward skins, 

/ having 
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haying Ho manner of notion of doaths. Bjr 
thdt time we had done this, there came two 
other natives with little baskets of fruit, which ' 
they fet down, and jumping into the fountain 
as the other had done, they went but likewtfc 
oft; the other fide, making figns to us to eat 
and refrefh our felves with the fruit they had! 
brought 5 which, while we wfcte doing, they all' 
three went away, 

left our guard at the eraranee* who kept their; 
pofts Without ever ftirring away. By thar tihie 
we had done bur repaft, dncL got up to look I 
about us, ^c found the whole ehclofure fur-1 
rtranded byr thbfe terrible animals, tho' not one 
of thefti ever : attemflted to cbmenhearer toiisr 
thd fruit they brought us was thfcnioft delicious; 
in' the world, .much mare excellent both fort 
taftc and flavburv^than what we had met with » 
in bur part of the ifland. In the middle of- 
this hedse that fiirrounded us, there was a> 
fmall bower, which entering, we found above, 
two foot thick of the molbfweet fragrant flow- : 
ers that could be found ; and this place wecon^ 

duded was lb be our nightly abedei - •;• i 

» • i • i • 

*" I . • • . * • N ' ' #l» 

m « * * ' 

i 

About ah hour before night wc had more 
provifions brought us> and oiir former baskets 
remov'd $ which, as foon as the bearer had let 
down* he plung'd into the fourttain, Wafli'di 
hiriffelf, got out , and went away. It biding 
nbw dusky, we heard that heavenly harmony;' 
all afouhd us, of vocal and iriftaumental *tiu- 

; fick, 
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fick, made up by the voices of men, women, 
and children 5 but fuch , voices that are not 
certainly to be found any where in the world 
but here : And we having laid our Prayers ro 
tircl into our bower, and throwing our felves 
Upon our bed of flowers, after a little difcourfe, 
we went to deep, notwithftanding the evil 
neighbourhood of thofe creatures which fur- 
rounded us* . 

In the morning, by break of day, we were 
awak'd by the fame divine mufick 5 which a- 
bout noon we heard again, as we did alfo at 
night, and fo for every day while we ftay'd a- 
mong them. We had conftantly frefh food 
brought us three times a day, and a fort of 
little cups, out of which we drank our water ; 
not from the fountain, or pond, which I men- 
tion'd to be in the middle of our enclofure, 
but from a little brook which empty'd it felf 
into that pond 5 whofe waters were kept at a 
certain height, by emptying themfelves into a- 
nother little channel on the other fide, in pro- 
portion to what they xeceivM from the for- 
mer. 

* 

■ 4 

We had obferv'd that whoever came to us, 
n5t only never approach'd us, but as foon as 
they had fet down what tjley brought, leap'd 
into the pond, wafh'd themfelves, and went 
away , and three times a day made us do the 
fame j from w iich we concluded that they 

L - , took 
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took tis for a fort of impure animals, Which 
wttc i\ot to be convcrs'd with till we were fuf- 
ficiently purify cl by the waters of that place ; 
-and which indeed was the only fuperftition 
that we eve* difcovcr'd amongft them. One 
thing was remarkable, that our guard of beafts 
always left us as foon as it was day, and came 
again juft before the clofe of the evening, ex- 
cepting two, which were always found at the 
entrance of the enclofure. 

It was two months before ever out human 
keepers vouchfafd to (peak to us, except by 
figns; bur after that, we had generally one or 
other with us, except at the time of morning 
ptaycr, and repaft at noon-tide prayer and din- 
ner, 'till evening prayer and fupper call'd them 
away. In thofe intervals they did what they 
could to make us learn fomething of theit 
language 5 but we found it fb difficult, that it 
was almoft two vcars before we became ma- 
ftcrs of it. By that time we had been there 
two months, our linen garments being pretty 
much fully'd, we agreed to lay them by, and 
go naked, as the Natives did; hoping by that 
means to ingratiate our fclves more with* 
them, by following their manners, than by be- 
ing tenacious of our own. And by this time 
our beards were grown to a creat length , as 
well as the nails of our toes and fingers , be- 
fidcs the face and head, and all thofe parts where 
hair generally grows. The prieft's whole body 

was 
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was extremely hairy , $ho' miiie was not fo, 
which gave our new matters a freflj furprizc : 
Indeed we made but a fcurvy figure, a very 
mean appearance, in comparifon of the natives. 
They were tatt and handfome, finely liml/d, 
and no hair about them but on their heads : 
We were both little men , our heads and faces 
almoft qsvcr'd with hair, and his body all o- 
ver fo, that they fcarcc look'd upon us to be 
of the fame fpecies : Tho' now they began to 
converfe a little with us, it was at fomc di- 
ftance, as if they fear'd fomc contagion from 
lis, if they approach'd nearer; however they 
feem'd very deftrous to make us undcrftand 
them 5 and we employ 'd all our apprchcnfipn 
fo gratify them on our part ; but ftill whcn ; 
ever they left us they leap'd into the fountain, 
wafh'd themfelvcs, and went away. When we 
were alone we walk'd round our enclofurc, to 
view, as far as we could, the country about us, 
an4 we faw perpetually palling by us men, 
women and childfen, all naked, and without j 
the lcaft covering about them. The women 
were extremely beautiful, both as to face and 
fhape; the colour of their skins was not fwar- 
thy, as might be expc&ed , from their going 
naked in fo warm a $lime, tho* there was a 
fort of an olive tin&ure h> them ; their eyes 
were brisk and penetrating, their limb$ exactly 
proportion^, without any deformity among 
them. We were about brcaft high, cover d 
wjLth the hedge or dwarfifh trees fhat vent a- 

Lz bout 
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bout our enclofurc; fo that all they faw of 
us was very hairy, which was what they never 
faw before in their lives. We perceiv 'd very 
plainly, that tho' they endeavour'd to conceal 
it , they all caft a fide-long glance at us. Af- 
ter we had continu'd about five months , wc 
were led back to that pool which we firft faw 
at our coming down the hill, but no body a- 
bout it but the three natives 5 who, with our 
A LyonSi conduced us thither, and there we were 
oblig'd to wafh our felves for two hours toge- 
ther, and found in our fwimming about that the * 
water was brackifli , and therefore muft have 
Ibme fecret communication with the adjacent 
fea. This pool, we perceivVtofterwards, was by; 
cuftom, or fuperftition, a place in which all 
the inhabitants of the ifland purify cl themfelves 
twice every year. ' ' 

From thence we were re-condu&ed to our 
lodging, but our matters then ventured to conic 
cloferto us, and every* day endeavour'd, with 
abundance of diligence, to inftru£ us in their 
language; and when we could underftand them 
tolerably well, they feem ? d very inqutfitive to 
know what we were > Whence we came ? And 
how we got thither ? In all which we endea- 
vour'd to give them what fatisfa&ion we could, 
with that little part of their language which 
we underftood 5 but being at laft good matters 
of it, we gave them an account of our country, 
. religion, and manners, and alfo of our voyage 

to 
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to that place. We had much ado to make 
them underftand what a Ihip was, and how it 
was poflible for us to pafs fa many, worlds of 
fcas as fhould take us up near feven months ki 
©ur pafTage, and that without feeing land an&t 
in all that time 5 but they feegtfd amaz'd :not 
only at fo ftraftge a pafTage where no. tra& 
could direft them , but that men fliould ven- 
ture their live£ in fo fmall a machine fbi far 
from their own country. Xhey frequently asktt 
us what could' be the motive to fo. hazardous ad 
undertaking ? And faid that futieiy we inhabit^ 
ed fom'e miferable climate , that we fliould 
chafe to fly from it thro* fo many dangers. 

We did all We could to make them underftand 
that it was in purfuit of gain and. riches fat 
which we did this 5 but we could by no means 
make them comprehend what gain and. riches 
were. They askU us whether' we wanted food 
in our owit country > attd were fbrcVfc on 
that account to feck it abroad* We told them 
it was not that, but the eaftieft defire cf ha- 
ving more than what was abfolutely ftecefc 
fary, that made us venture lb far * fince large 
pofleffions and great abundance did not only 
gain the re(pe& and veneration of thoft whe* 
had not the fame advantage, but even an atti 
thority over them. This Ukewifc fceirfd ta 
"puzzle them, for they could not form an idea 
<6f any pleafure and fatisfa&ion that there fhoqld 
be in thofe things* but to giyt (hem the bet* 

tcr 
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tfi notion of it, we proceeded to give then* 
an account of our manners and condition t 
That envy, malice, ambition, avarice and loft, 
rul'd abfolutely in our parts of the world 5 and 
that he who was not in fome meafure a flave 
to any of them, was look'd upon either as con- 
temptible, or indeed very miferable. 

I find, faid one of them, that you are of the 
tmmber of the children of wrath, of which we 
have an obfcuretraditionary account,tho' we could 
icarce believe it, 'till your words now confirm 
thsfaft. Oh! wretched generation, with whom 
reafon has fo little power, and pallion fo much* 
How happy are we, who want nothing that's; 
ftecefiary to life, nor have any defire or wtfhe$ 
for what wte do not want. 

. After fcime of thefe converfations we were 
admitted to more liberty, and allow'd a grea-< 
ter freedom: of going among the natives in ge- 
neral, at leaft in thofe parts which were not 
fetf from our firft lodgings, whither we wer$ 
every night conducted and guarded with our 
Lyons. I call them Lyons, not that they were 
reallyia ; but becaufe their heads and manes were 
move like Lyons than any other creature I know 
of 5 bvt by their temper and condition they might 
rather be call'd dogs, tame and domeftick ani- 
mals, aad were much more terrible in their 
afpeft than in their nature : As for their food, 
they Utfd no* upon fjefli , but upon the fruit 
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and herbage of the country, and therefore thefa 
teeth were not made like thofe of Lyons, ot 
dogs, or any other voracious animal 5 they 
were mighty tradable and obedient to the beck 
of their matters, and were bred fo, that they 
every day went their rounds about the hills; 
by which means we firft fell into their cufto- 
dy. We faW feveral other animals, both birds, 
and four-footed beads, tho' none of them like 
any we have in our parts of the world; they 
were all tame, and would come to the h^ncL 

There was one thing remarkable among 
one fort of the birds, and that was, whenever 
any vocal of inftrumental mufick began , thejr 
cbnftantly joyn'd in the chorus, and that with 
a very agreeable voice. They were very like 
our parots, but much larger 5 and by the fre- 
quent repetition of the morning, noon, and 
vening fongs, they had learn'd the very words; 
and fung them. 

By a frequent converfation, I found that the 
people of this place had no form of govern- 
ment among them , but liVd likd that colony 
of the Sidonians, mentioned in the book erf 
Judges $ that is, without magiftratcs, or any 
rule, which might contradift the inclinations 
of every particular or individual. And indeed 
there was no occafion for magiftrates , when 
there was no ground for contention 5 there be- 
ing no property among them, but a perpetual 

and 
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iftd uninterrupted courfe of a perfeft love of 
one another. What the earth produe'd was 
a fufficient ftock, plentifully to provide fotf 
their fubfiftence 5 and their cultivation of thefc 
products was fo far from being laborious to 
them, that it was only their exercife and diver- 
fion. In the cool of the morning, after the firft 
prayers were over , and their firft repaft , the 
men wtnt all out to prune the trees, and 
them into fuch forms and figures as they thought 
fit; and Which they did with thofe white 
ftaves, headed by a fort of hooks, as I de- 
fbrib'd theih at my firft coming down. Thefc 
hooks were not made of iron, but of a cer** 
taift ftone, very hard and ciofe, and wrought 
to an edge ; fo that they cut very well , and 
did the bufinefs as, well as any of our gardiners 
todls can do 5 the natives managing them with 
extraordinary dexterity , as will be plain from 
,What I (hall tell you hereafter. 

While the men were thus employ'd, the 
Women were taking care of their children, to 
inftruft them both in the principles of religi- 
on, and what othef duties were neceffary for 
their future coftduft; but their duties not be- 
ing many, the precepts they were to learn were 
but few. 

« 

Tho' I have faid they had no property, yet 
that nluft be underftood in the lands, or in 
the product $ for in thek women, or wives, 



Digitized by Googl 



[8i] 

they had, and that fo faj^> that no One' ever 
invaded it, fo' that adultery - wa§ ' a crinte uni 
known among them. I obferv'd that every 
man had but one wife, fo that in all probabi- 
lity the births of males and females wtre pret- 
ty equali as there was this exception to What ! 
told you of their having n<3 pfopetty, lb thetfc 
is another to >tfhat I faid of their having no 
magiftrates, tho' this indeed is fcarce ail excep- 
tion. The oldeft men among them were the 
heads of their families, 6r little tribes, and to 
them there was a relpeft and deference paid, 
and all publick anions were dire&cd by them; 
as genctal meetings, approbation of marriages, 
the order of ail folemnities , and who fliould 
fpeak or dance in them. They alfo had the 
chief place in their publick meetings, or fcafts, 
and deliver'd to them their thoughts and fentt 
ments in religious matters > foihething after the 
way of our fermons* the fubftance of which 
was upon God> and exhortations to mutual 
love, and their duty to one another 5 and this 
was generally done after their temperate meals 
were over, fo that they fliould be at perfeft 
cafe to attend to what they heard. When 
there were none of thefe difcourfes, and the 
talk was promifcuous, the convcrfation ftillrun 
upon the difcoveries they had made in their 
contemplations , and then hearing fuch doubts 
and difficulties as the younger fort proposed; 
and this held them 'till the heat of the day 
was pretty well over, and then the young men 
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4w»t 16 tficft Cask of pruning and cultivating 
their trees and gfound > and the women to in* 
(kru# their dittcfrtftj the virgins often accom- 
pany'd their lowers in their work , and there 
Heard their addrefie*. When a young man 
and virgin were agfeed to marry, they then 
proposd it to the fathtf and mother of both 5 
whofe confent having ofotain'd, as well as the 
approbation of the elder's of their tribe , nei* 
{her of which was ever deriy'd, a day was 
iix'dfor the publick folemnization of their nup- 
tials , at which their whole tribe were always 
prefent. The ceremony of theif marriage was, 
as well as I qan remember, in the following 
manner, 

In the morning, after the firft pfaycffc were 
pver , the bridegroom , attended by all the 
young men of the tribe, with mufical inftru- 
ments, and the'r heads crown'd with chaplets 
pf flowers, came to the bower or lodging of 
the Virgin who was that day to be marry ci* 
and after he had fung and dane'd for a little 
while, r came forth, attended with all the young 
Virgins and girls above twelve years of age, a- 
dorn'd likewife with chaplets of flowers 5 from 
whence hung down, both before and behind, 
ropes, as it were, of flowers and odoriferous 
herbs. ^ The bridegroom received her with great 
expreflions of ;oy, and having kttsd her lips 
an4 her eye*, march'd on with her towards 
the publick hall pf the tribe 5 he foliow'd by 
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the young men , and flic by the virgins an<t 
girls. The publick hall is a fort of an amphi- T 
theatre, above an hundred y*rds over; round 
which was planted, inftcad erf walls, lofty and 
beautiful trees, whofe branches fpreading far, 
and joyning artificially in their growth , com- 
posed a very agreeable canopy of green, inter- 
mingled with beautiful flowers of an admirable, 
fcentj and which fufficiently (haded, tho' not 
cover cl, the whole fpace of the amphitheatre 
or circle ; the middle of whidi was open to 
the air all round : Clofe to the bodies of die 
trees there were three ranges of feats made of 
banks coverM with herbs and flowers 5 which* 
like camomile, was the better for being flt on. 
Qn thefe feats fet all the marry'd men and wo- 
men, and the elders of the tribe 5 the chief of 
which fet on feats exalted above the reft. The 
bride and bridegroom, with their trains, being 
enter'd , came up to the feat of the chief el- 
ders, where the parents , of both fides, flood 
ready to receive them, The bridegroom made 
a fpecch, and the whole company joyn'd in 
prayers to heaven for a bluffing on the new 
marry'd pair, then the nuptial fong began* ia 
which every one bore a part 5 during the faiem- 





1 




it 



liver'd to the chief elder the hands of their 
fon and daughter, which he joyn'd together; 
after which the bride and bridegroom embraced 
one another, and after fpmc kiffics feparafed ar 

gain, and began to dance, fometynw by fawr. 
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fdves , and fometimcs in company , with all 
the reft of both their trains : When they had 
fung and dane'd for fomc time, they all went 
to their repaft in a long room, arch'd over en- 
tirely with the branches of the trees on each 
fide , fo artfully interwoven , that the cicling 
feem'd perfe&ly folid 5 but they went not to 
dinner before they had all joyn'd in the noon- 
tide prayer, and which was never omitted up- 
on any account whatfoevcr. After dinner the 
young ones went again to dancing, and the 
old ones to talking on what they thought fit : 
Thefe revels continu'd till evening prayer, af- 
ter which the bridegroom led his bride , at- 
tended as before, to the bower of blils, I mean 
to that arbour where they were to confuntmatc 
and reft the whole night. The boys and girls, 
in the mean while, had ftrew'd the way, from 
the publick hall to this bower 5 and on each 
fide, as they pafs'd, ftood the old women 
fircwing on their heads odoriferous flowers: 
When they were entefd, the whole company 
difpers'd , every one to his own home. This 
is the ceremony of their marriage, but what that 
ef their funerals was I cannot tell, having nbt 
feen one during the three years time of my a- 
bode among them. 

I could not obferve that they made any dif- 
ference of days, or diftinguifh'd Sunday from 
the reft$ but upon our mentioning that wc 
fet apart one' day in feven , as a day peculiar 
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for the fcrvice of God, which we therefore 1 
call the Lord^-day, they cry 'd out, in a fort 
of a wonder, Why is not every day the day of 
the Lord, and dedicated to his fervice either in 
prayer, or fuch duties and exercifes as he has 
ordain'd ? But when we faid we did it in com- 
memoration of God's refting from his labour, 
after he had in fix days created the heavens' 
and the earth, and all things in them 5 they 
ftopp'd their ears, and cry'd out, Blafphemy;- 
efteeming it fo, in calling whatever God* did, 
labour; and exprcfling it in fuchi a manner, as 
if tir'd with his forcgoiitg work he wanted reft, 
like man, to refreih himfclf. We were at 
laft admitted ro their converfatiop after dinner, 
and there, to the whole company, gave an ac- 
count of the cuftoms , laws, manners and vices 
of our part of the world 5 particularly of our 
wars, and the m'any thoufands (lain in battle, 
with the vaft devaluations and defolation which 
the ambition of princes brought upon their 
people , all which fcem'd to ftrikc them with 
the utmoft horror : However, this was the oc- 
cafion that we were fent from tribe to tribe 
round the whole ifland, and oblig'd to each 
tribe in fcvcral particular and general afTcm* 
blics to rehearfe the fame account, and always 
met with the fame horror and detcftation in 
every one of our audiences. This progrefs of 
ours took up the reft of the time that we 
ftaid among them 5 but before we were per- 
piitted to go away, there was a general alTembly 
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of the elders of all the tribes, at which were 
prcfent Iikewife many of the younger, fort 
the place in which this aflembly was held was ; 
about the middle of the Ifland, where, in a 
fpatious plain, there arofe a magnificent build- 
ing, if I may call that a building whofe walls 
were ail vegetables, for they were compos'd 
of fevcraL lofty trees fet at convenient diftances,. 
. x the fpaces between each being, fill'd up with, 
fmallcr plants, which being interwoven, each 
withm the other, - feem'd a fort of a green 
wall which did not rife up to the roof, but 
left feveral openings like windows to let in 
both the - air and the light 5 . the roof being 
form'd out 'of the branches of the tall trees 
ftertv'd fupportcd by them as by fo many pil- 
lars; the roof of this was much the fame # with 
that I . defcrib'd 5 and here Iikewife was fuch 
another amphitheatre, tho' much larger, and 
capable of holding a far greater number of 
people.; In the midft of this there grew an- 
other lofty tree, whofe branches fpread far and 
wide, ?nd help'd to compleat the canopy that 
kept : off the fun and weather from incom- 
moding the affembly. Beneath this middle 
tree, there was a bank all rais'd vjp behind it to : 
fych an eminence that it overlook'd the audi- 
ence, and from it were made fuch fpeeches as 
were addrefs'd to the whole company ; and here 
it was that we were to h*ve. our audience of 
leave, as I may call it ; and where my good friend: 
the Prieft had like to have fpoil'd all by an un- 
timely 
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timely zeal for propagating the Gofpel among 
them 5 for being mounted upon this eminence, 
after he had given thanks for the human treat* 
ment we had met with among them > he went 
on, and firft pi^'d their happihe&in their know? 
ledge of the true God, as well as in the plaie^of 
their abode, and theftrength atidfinonefs of theft 
reafoning \ but, fiud he, thtere is ftill one thittg 
wanting to render your felicity compleat 5 that 
is, to hinder its expiring with yotir life, for i dki 
afllire you, there ate much grfcater bleflings> 
the eternal kingdom of God , which can <Jrtiy 
be obtainU by the means- of jefus Cktttikj ; 1& 
return therefore of all our obligations , and 1ft 
obedience to the di&ates of my cottfeience , I 
fhall offer you another religion, which? is ytt Ul 
fome meafure built on, that which you already 
profefs. Here the audience would not let hirfl 
proceed any farther, and one of ihe eldeft of 
the company fpoke thus to him. Stranger, let 
not thy ignorance of what we believe, put dice 
upon a fruitlefc trouble to wafte oiir time in hca£ 
ing what can . never have any agreeable effect 
among us; therefore before you proceed, hear 
an account of our religion, and then if yon can 
offer any thing better you fhall have leaWtO! 
fpeak. Upon this we were ordered to defeend 
and ftand among the audience * and a young 
virgin of about fifteen, was commanded to mftunt 
the eminence in our room, : and thence to givs 
an account of their religion* » They did this* for 
two ends 5 firft, to fliew ho* yell their young 
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ones weire inftm£ted ; and next by way of cort* 
l&mpt, hy putting; fo young a creature to open 
the argument againft us. When fhe wis got up, 
bowing li^r felf , and putting one knee to the 
gjround, fhe implor'd heaven to ^nable hetto 
lpeafcin fiich a manner as was agreeable tothe im* 
porteece of what flic had to utter, G Affa* (which 
by Jracrpretation iignifies Thou. Being with* 
putj a name) 'tis thou whom wc jidare, thoii who 
hafVpr<xlijcd, by thy infinite power and wifdom* 
*li things that fill the tiniverfe ; thou who art in- 
finite and every where; thou who doft by thy 
pfovidence fuftain every thing that is, and which 
only and wholly fubftfts by and in thee; thou 
wl\o hadft no beginning, but didft give begin-, 
ping to every tiling elfe , to thee are all out 
prayers and our praifes due and daily paid , as 
our eternal benefaftor and fource; andtel thee 
be praife for evermore. 

« • 

, Th e n (landing upright fhe thus proceeded* 
This great God has implanted in us certain laws, 
which arc equally evident and beneficial, and 
}■ of which reafon is our teacher; a teacher who 
cajr> never deceive us* fincethis great God has 
given us no othet guide either to him or of our 
OWfl aftions. As reafon leads us to the being of a 
God, fb it tells, us, that we have a perpetual 
dependence upon him* and receive perpetual 
fevours from him in the life which we enjoy 5 
and therefore, that pur prayers and praifes fhould 
fee Ukcwife perpetual, it fatthcr -tells us, that 
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fince this great Being has created human kind 
with a benificent intention , for eternal good- 
nefs could have no other $ it follows, that we 
are oblig'd to do nothing that may injure that 
happinefs which he defign'd his creatures fliould 
enjoy ; but the fureft way of" avoiding whatever 
may difturb our tranquillity, is to love one a* 
notjjer 5 fqr whilft we love one another, we 
carf never do any thing to hurt out fclvcs; 
for hurt is the effed of hate, and not of love ; 
our religion therefore is very fliort, and not 
burthen'd with many articles, fince it only com- 
mands that we love and adore our eternal Be- 
nefactor, who is entirely and every way lovely 
and adorable ; but as a teftimony of this love 
and adoration , we ought publickly to pay to 
him our thanks and our praife, and for all 
thofe things which we daily receive from his 
bounty ; and to give infallible proofs that this 
profefllon and publick worfhip has its founda- 
tion in our hearts, we muft always, and in all 
things, ad according to what love requires of 
us to one another, and this is the fum of our 
religion. 

Having (aid this, fhe made another bow, 
and defcended from the eminence; and then 
the prieft was order'd to go up again, where 
he began to tell them the whole hiftory of 
Adam and Eve, and the Fall of Man, which 
had corrupted the whole generation, and made 
all the progeny of Adam to bq born in ori- 
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ginal fin,- which excluded them from that etet- 
nal happincfs hereafter, for which their Maker' 
had dcftgn'd them 5 and that therefore it was 
ncccflary that there fhould be a Redeemer to 
reftorc mankind to the grace and favour of 
God 5 but that could not be done by any one 
faan, who was merely a man 5 therefore one 
perfon of the Godhead took upon him hiifljan 
nature , and was born of a virgin, did many 
miracles, and at laft dy'd an infamous death, 
to make atonement to heaven for the fins of 
all mankind ; who were by that means made 
capable of entering into heaven, whofe gates 
he open'd; whpre rifing again from the dead* 
he afcended into heaven; and therefore no 
one can follow him thither who aire not let 
into this congregation by baptifm, and acknow- 
ledge him, as well as the Holy Ghoft, to make 

up one Godhead with the Father. 

• 

The prieft was proceeding to the worfhip of 
the virgin Mary , and the faints and angels j 
but his difcourfe had feem'd too /hocking to 
the aflcmbly to let them fuffer him to go on 
any farther. One of the elders told him he 
fhould fay no more, fince their Cars could not 
hear of the Deity's being divided into three ; 
and that a man who he confefs'd dy'd, was 
however the ever living God 5 fo dire&ing the 
prieft to come down , he got up in his place, 
and turning himfelf all round to the people, 
cry'd out, O happy generation, who are fepa- 
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rated fo far from thefe children of wrath, as 
to have no communication with them; they 
are rebels to rcafon, and God, and by that 
means are the. moft miferable of men ; always 
fubjcft to fears and mifchiefs, created by their 
own folly ; and for this reafon were thefe two 
fons of wrath permitted to go round our coun- 
try; that hearing their account of their own 
wretched ftate and condition, you rtiight have 
the greater relifh of that tranquillity and hap- 
pinefi which heaven has made our lpt. • 

You have read, I doubt not, all of you, 
accounts our hiftories give of thefe childre 
of wrath, \*fhich we find now confirm'd u 
themfelves; we may therefore blefs that eter- 
nal power, who at once to fecure the children 
of love from the infe&ion and evil machinati- 
ons of the children of wrath , funk fo many 
vaft tra&s of land to divide us from the reft 6f 
this wicked world , and feparate us to felicity 
founded on innocence ; ye fons of wrath, there- 
fore with fpecd retire "from among us , left 
your longer ftay ftiould infeft our bleffed bow- 
ers. ' 

With that we were conduced out of the 
affembly, and fct dire&ly towards the place 
where we enter'd this happy habitation; but 
the day was too far fpent for us to go out 
that night, fmce we had five and twenty miles 
to walk from the aflfembly to their utmoft 
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bounds; wc were therefore conduced again to 
our firft lodging, where wc rcfted that night, 
having our ufual guard about us, which wc 
had not had ever fmce we left that place 'till 
we return'd thither again ; we had however the 
converfation of two or three of our firft guides 
and acquaintance, of whom I cnquir'd what 
was meant by the diftinftion us'd by that el- 
der who fpokc laft in the aflembly of the 
children of wrath, and the children of love. 
Wc have , rcply'd one of them , a hiftory i- 
mongft us, that begins before the creation of 
&c world , and reaches down to our reparati- 
on from thq reft of mankind 5 ljut though we 
do not build any faith upon this account, it is 
yet receiv'd with a great deal of veneration for 
its antiquity; it being written on the very firft 
foundation of our nation^ By this account thfe 
creation of the world us attributed not imme- 
diately to God, but to certain fpitits made by 
God of wonderful power and wifdom, much 
beyond our comprehenfion 5 that every one of 
the ftars, as well as the furf, were made by 
thefe immortal fpirits; that the fpirit who 
fram'd the earth, was bclov'd by God above all 
the reft ; and therefore when he had made the 
birds, and the bcafts, and the reptiles , he ani- 
mated them with life by fire given him from 
the fpirit who had form'd and govern'd the fun ; 
that when he had made man with wonderful 
ceconomy in his body , he pray'd God to enli- 
ven it with a rational foul 5 in compliance with 
; ' which 
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which prayer , God infus'd reafon into man; 
who by that reafon was likened to its divine 
c^fe, and has this difference from its body, 
that it never dies, but is eternal 5 that is, en- 
dures for ever, fince nothing that is the im- 
mediate work of Cod himfclf can everperifli: 
The body indeed dies, but that was only the 
work of the great and wonderful fpirit before 
mention'd. This new made man having like- 
wife a woman joyn'd unto him , begot their 
like; whofe race for many years kept up to 
that purity and innocence in which they were 
firft made, and which they preferved by keep- 
ing up to the dire&ions of reafon 5 but after- 
wards they began to negleft that duty , and 
follow the dirc&ion of their pafllons; which 
gaining head, foon depos'd reafon, and with 
it loft all knowledge of God, and their own 
original. They left their delicious abode, be- 
ing driven out indeed by angels, or fome mi- 
nifters of the great fpirit who made them, and 
from that time call'd them the children of 
wrath, but yet his children; and thofe who 
remain'd innocent, ^ho were in all but four, 
he call'd the children of love ; and to keep 
them from being feduced by the children of 
wrath, he funk all the' ground about this place, 
or happy abode, and furrourided it with vaft 
unpaffablc waters 5 here they encreas'd to the 
number which you now find. This hiftory 
docs defcribe the children of wrath much in 
the fame manner as you have defcrib'd the 
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people of your countries; which will add a 
great authority to this book, at leaft in that 
particular; but yet not enough to make us add 
any thing to our religion, either as to mUg- 
ling fome other worfliip with our adoration of 
the one God, or thofe maxims which diredt 
our condud to one another. And you may 
thank our principle, which forbids us the kil- 
ling of any living creature, that you efcap'd 
with your lives , for offering fuch abfurd no- . 
tions of three Gods; a man God, or one that 
dy'd as man. This, and much more, he urg'd 
againft our religion , as propos'd by the prieft. 
To put off the difcourfe, I ask'd what the 
meaning of that proceflion was, which 1 found 
they perform'd four times a year ; the whole 
nation going round the mountains that encom- 
pafs their whole country, ftnging hymns or 
longs of praife to God for fome great deliver- 
ance : He told us that it was in commemora- 
tion of their being feparated from the children 
of wrath, which they counted the greateft blef- 
fing that heaven had beftow'd upon them. The 
evening coming on they left us, and we re- 
tir'd to our bower to reft ; the next morning, 
as foon as prayers were over, they came to 
us again, and led us up the hill to the plage 
where we enter'd, and where we found our 
plank and rails ftill remaining ; fo parting with 
our children of love , we pafs'd it, and came 
into our old territories, and by night got to 

our 
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Out habitation, in the manner which you have 
heard from my wife. 

■ 

I (hall only add concerning the people, that 
hotwithftanding they were all naked, we never 
could obferve the leaft look , word, gefturc, or 
motion* which had any favour of immodefty; 
which* for all that I know, befides the tempe- 
rance of the people, might proceed from their 
going naked; for that making all things faftu- 
liar and conftant to the eye , took away all 
curiofities, which our garments hiding, promote. 
When we told them that we wonder'd at leaft 
that they cover'd not thofe parts which we 
thought modefty tcquir'd they fliouldj they 
feemed to laugh at our folly, in thinking the 
parts of generation ought more to be co- 
ver^ than any other part of the body. In 
fliort, their life feem'd wholly celeftial , being 
fpent in the praife of God, and the love of 
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for every one made what inftruments they 
Wanted themfdves; and the children of eacff 
family wove, is I may call it, thofe little diflies 
and plates or trenchers , in which they feiVd 
their fruit at meals 5 wove, I call it, becaufc 
they were made of a fort of rufhes, twiftcd fo 

w 

clofe together, that they would even hold a 
liquid, and of the fame material 5 and the fhells 
of certain nuts they form'd their drinking cups 
Of: What and how they made their muftcal 
inftruments, I do not know, tho' I have heard 

a great 
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t great variety among them, for they were won- 
derful proficients in the art of mufical numbers 5 
they were all likewife poets , but their poetry 
confifted only of hymns and love fongs. 

Being rctunVd home again to my wife, I was 
• v forty to hear of the lofs of the t eft of our 
company, but glad to find her ftill alive. All 
that 1 had learn'd during my abfence, which 
could be any way beneficial to her, was the 
cooking,-as I may call it, of the feveral fruits 
which grew amongft us; particularly in making 
of oyl, or fqueezing of it out of a fruit which 
we had before not minded, and which was 
of an excellent flavour and reliih, and very 
much heighten'd feveral of our difhes. But no 
lhips yet appeared, and very little hopes we had 
that we fhould ever efcape from that folitude 
to our more peopled world. The prieft and I 
every day walk'd out fome where or other, 
yet generally we went but a little way, be- 
caufe we would not leave my wife alone. One 
day taking a turn towards thofe mountains, 
or high rocks, which run crofs the country* 
\ and fcparatc.us from the children of love, we 
chane'd to lee, at the foot of them, a certain 
reddifh fand , which we fancyM to be gold - y 
and taking it up, perfuaded our felves that it 
really was fo, being wafli'd down from thofe 
rocks by the great mowers which had been all 
the day before; we took two or three hand- 
fills, and carry'd with us to my wife; who 

perfuaded 



Digitized by Google 



v 

i 

I 

E 97 ] - 

perfuadcd U6 to fetch all we could find of itjL 
and fill thofe chcfts and trunks which were 
now cmpty'd of all our linen and cloaths, 
which by this time were pretty well confum' d, 
Ihe faid , . Jincc we had little elfe to do : And 
that fince we might fpmc time or other meet 
with, a, conveyance from that place, if we could 
in the mean time get any ftock o£ this fupppsd 
gold, it might be of great ufe to us if it prov'd 
right, in ou^ return tQ our own country. y Ac- 
cordingly we went and ; brought all we could 
find at the firft place ; / l)ut that was • foon ex? 
hauftcdj • tliere being . no, fupply except after vio^ 
lent r^ips, whieli we JLuppps'd wafh'd it down 
from the mountains 5 fb we S^ere carefiil to 
always affc* the rains, not only where we fapnd 
the firft, ljut all along wherever we could com$ 
near them fqr the woods. We had now pret- 
ty well fill'd one of our boxes, when an acci- 
dent happen'd that put an end to our raking 
together what we did not know would be of any 
real value 5 . or i£ it was, it could be none to . 
Us while >p rcmain'd where we were, and 
therefore not worth the running of any rifque % 
for whilft we were one day gathering this glit- 
tering (and, we heard a moft prodigious noife, 
and looking up we faw part of the mountain 
or rocfc IZ half a mile from us rumbling 
down, and covering the country about it 5 we im- 
mediately, being fuificiently frightcn'd, run full* 
fpeed to our own habitation, where only wc 
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thought our felvcs fafc, being above three 
miles from the mountains. 

Nothing elfc happened that is wprth re- 
lating ; during our ftay in this place * which 
was above two years ldngcr. At laft taking 
our walk to the fca fide , we thought we fa\V 
a fhip, and found before it was d£fk that it 
Was really fo, and that fhe' was making what 
fail lfic could towards our ifland r We went 
home with this good news to comfort my 
wife, who had been extremely uneafy at our 
ftay fo many hours more than we us'd to dol 
The next morning we all walk'd again to the 
fca fide, and found the fhip juft entering out 
port or road; and that which was a greater fa- 
tisfa&ion to us , we perceiv'd that fhe carryM 
French colours. The fhore was very broad, fo 
that the (hip came very near land / and at laft 
kid her fide clofc to the fhore 5 and feeing us 
they haii'd us, and made fevcral figns, as if 
they thought we were natives of the place, and 
tihclerftood not their tongue ; but the pricft ran 
nearer to them, and call'd to them in French, tel- 
ling them they might fafcly come afhore 5 which 
was very agreeable news to them, fince they 
had above eighteen of their men very fick, 
whom they brought all on fliorc, in order to 
the recovery of their health : The fhip like- 
wife was pretty much fhattcrVl in a ftorm, 
which had driven them into thofe parts. Now 

w my 
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my ftorc of wine, which had continu'd by us 
fome years, was of confidcrablc ufe 5 for giv- 
ing the fick feamen fome of it in fmall quan- 
tities, and mingled with water, it contributed 
very much to their recovery. The fliip's name 
was the Barfleur, and the captain of her was a 
gentleman of Bretagne 5 to w T hom we gave an ac- 
count pf all our adventures, and who, with fome 
of hi? crew, pprfuaded the pricft and me to be 
their guide to the place where we had made 
pur former entry into the territories of the chil- 
dren of Jove 5 he refolving 7 if hp could , not 
only to fee the place , but to take fome of 
the inhabitants, and carry them into France^ 
but when wp pame there we found not only 
our plank goiie ? buf the breach or gap, from 
ten foot, a$ wj? left it, widen'd to above threc- 
fcore yards, and npt mucjilcfs in the depth ; 
which, whether it was done by accident, o/: 
by the natives, to prevent any more yifits from 
the children of wrath, as they call'd us, I know 
not. We ftaid in thofe parts two or three 
days, in hopes, at leaft, of hearing fome of that 
heavenly mufick, of which both the pricft and 
I had told them , but to no purpofe 5 fo that 
returning back to the fliip, the captain made 
all the hafte he could in refitting her, and rcfrcfti- 
ing her with frefh water , of which they had 
been in great need. And the men being now 
all recovefd, and our baggage carry'd on board, 
and the wine th^t yet remained drawn off into 
bottles, of which the ~c apt din had a pretty' good 
• V . O z ftock, 
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ftock, tho* all empty 'd in his voyage ; putting 
Kkcwife on board plenty of the moft lafting fruit 
of the ifland, we all enter'd the Barfleur, and 
put out to Tea. ; . 

mm • • 

I need not give you any relation of the feve^ 
f al ftorms we met with, or the other common 

m f * i j 

accidents which happen to fea-faring people $ 
I fliall only obfervc, that after many months 
voyage, as we came almoft to the chops of the 
channel , we met with a Dutch man-of-war, 
who attempted to take us; but being a (hi$> 
of pretty good force, Arid maintaining her felf 
with a great deal of bravery, bringing the 
^Dutchman's main-maft by the board, we fhcer'd 
off, Joeing too weak in guns and men to pre- 
tend to take her : We made all poffible fail, 
and foori got out of danger, and reach'd 
the firft port wc could in France, which was 
Bayonne\ having loft a dozen men in the fight, 
among which was the captain, as well as ma- 
ny wounded,, in the number was my felf, for 
there I loft my right hand 5 and the fhip be- 
ing very much battcr'd, the prieft, my wife, 
and my felf, were very glad that we wefe 
once more got on fhore in Europe protefting 
we would never again feek our fortunes by 
fea; and I believe my wife, though ihe has a 
great mind to fee her native country, Eng- 
land, will never do it, becaufc we muft pafs 
fome part of the fca to arrive there. . 

■• ' .We 
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tur'd, by the furgcon of the ihip 3 and h£*fc 
we made tryal Of our gold duft, and fck&A 
in the experiment, that there was indeed a 
great deal of that valuable metal amdflgfl: 
to our great fatisfa&ion $ for it not only fup- 
! ported us while we ft aid there, but ehabled i& 
to get to Tarisy tfhere being; ftmifh'd with 
better tools to feparate the oris from the 
drbfs, we found that we had bf ^pilre gold to 
the value of more than xxto ? tiyufand Louis 
dOrs% Which the pirieft prdpos'd'to divide iii- 
to three equal (hares, of which 1 he tobk onc 
to himfelf , * iftd gave lis the dthet two ; and 
with his fhare he purchas'd himfdf a good-be- 
ncfice about twenty miles from Paris. He 
ftill : wears- his beard, bnd eats no flefhnorfifh, < 
and is npw alive, hale and jolly, coming once 
a: yttf to tPdris, Where I am fure of his com- 
pany 5 and who, when he comes, will confirm 
the truth of all I have told you. As for mjr 
wife and I, We try*d many ways, and fpent a 
great deal of our money to tittle ^ijrpofe, 'till 
I fet up a Tavern at the other cm. of this ci- 
ty 5 but my wife knowing that the Evglijh 
very much frequented this part of the town, 
chofe this houfe we now live in 5 and where 
we hope, by you* jneatis, that fhe may fre- 
quently converfc with her own countrymen- 

- . . £ ' Here 
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v , Herb my landlord made an end, with a- 
bundancc pf proteftations of the truth of all he 
Jiad told m?5 being ready, if I defir'd it, to 
; confirm it with his folemn oath before a ma- 
giftrate. The prieft arriy'd here a few days 
after, and confirm'd every part of this ac- 
count, from the time ,pf their being taken 
by the pirates* to their coming away in the 
Barfleur , proffering to give me an atteftati- 
on of the whole in writing under his own 
hand ; or, if I rcquir'd it, his oath : Which the/ 
I then refus'd , with abundance of thanks for 
his civility, I will yet procure it, if you requeft 
it, of him, for he is ftiU in this fity. I fhall on- 
lyadd, that I am, ' 
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Ship'sCrew ReheUing agatnfi him f 
■ Jetting him on Jhore in an 
Ijlcmdin ^South-Sea, &c. 1 




Was bom in the city of Edinburgh 
in Scotland >> my father was a-fub* 
ftantial tradefman of that kingdom, 

with whom* I liv'd 'till I was about 

' • twelve years of age; when being 
unaoie to bear the ill temper of my mother-in- 
law any longer, I run away from my father ; and 
getting on board an Englijh vejjel that lay then 
in Leith road, I fail'd in her for London , and 
to difchargc of my pafiage, 1 took upon me the 

A office 
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office of a cabin boy ; in which I pleas'dmy ma- 
tter fo well , that at my requeft he got me a 
place in .the family of a confidcrabie merchant ; 
though it was only to run of errands, clean 
the JboeSy and be an afliftant to the cook- 
maid. I had in Scotland got a pretty good 
(mattering in the Latin tongue, and writ a tole- 
rable hand for my age; which, when my mar 
Iter Was inform'd of, and finding me very tra- 
dable and good hurri&ur ti, he put me out to 
fchool to perfeft my writing, and learn fuch 
accompts as might render me ufefiil in his bu- 
fihds ; my diligence and" application was fo gf eat, 
that I foon made a considerable progrefs in 
both ; fo that I was taken into the Compting- 
hoijfc to copy letters, and, fuch other,, things 
3s boys are generally employ'd in- My mafter 
had a daughter, who played, upon the lute, and 
I having a mighty fancy always for mufick, I 
ingratiated my felf fo Jar with her mafter as to 
give me how and then a leflbn ; in which I 
was fuch a proficient, that I believe he would 
have taken me On my young miftrcft s recom- 
mendation, for an apprentice; but I had other 
things ill my head, which flatter'd me with 
greater profpe&s than that way of living; how-^ 
ever, I improved my writing fo well; whenever I 
had the leaft leifure from my matter's bufinefe, 
that my young miftrefs having heard my per- 
formance, gave me a lute, and paid her matter 
to inftrutt mc.in the notes, that T might not 
j?Iay all by rote, but be able to take off a tunc 
• v ' • -* ' when 
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when I faw it before mc$ intwo years time 
i I play 'd tolerably well, and by conftant appli- 
catipii, in two years more, was a perfect ma- 
fter : For I never loft any time, as lads of my 
age very often do 5 but when I had no bufir 
nefi in the Compting-homfe, I was always .thrunv 
ing on my lutt, Having liy'd with this mer- 
chant about fiv? yeaiss, or fbmcthing more, he ,< 
was fending a fa&or to Cadiz 5 who being , 
willing to take me with him, 1 prcvail'd with 
I my matter to let me go: Among others of 
my new mafter's acquaintance in Cadiz, there 
was a Spanijh merchant , who was very in* 
timate with him, to whom afterwards I pw'd 
I a great deal of good fortune, though at laft it 
had like to have prov'd my deftru&ion, 

v . 

I was always for improving my time, and- 
therefore employ'd all fhc leifurc I had in learn- 
ing the Spanijh tongue 5 in which I got fuch a 
maftery in a fliort time, that I could aimoft havc> 
pafs'd for a native Spaniard. I would no more 
ling a#y Englijh fongs , or. play any Englijh 
tunes, but got all the Spanijh muftck and fongs 
that I could procure; for which reafon, when 
the merchant I juft mention'd drank with my 
mafter, I was call'd to entertain him with a 
Spanijh fong on my lute \ which pleas'd him 
fo much, that when my Englijh mafter wastQ 
return to London , he did all he could tp de- 
tain mie at Cadiz 5 proffering me fuch en- 
ftouragenjent > that I thought fit tp accept 
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*t : And being now ceHrte into a Spanijh fami- 
ly, I foon grew a perfed Spaniard i and find- 
ing that my mafter lov'd to hear the guittar, 
I foon learn'd to play ori it, though it is but a 
poor inftrument in cdmparilbn of a fates how- 
ever my bufinefs Vafr to pleafe my mafter, 
which I did to fucti a degree, that he iov'dmc 
extremely -, liay, as mu<!h as if 1 had been his: 
own fon, but he was' a batchelor, and a great 
jnarriage hater. ; i ■ . ■ 

.» • 
My mafter having a very considerable 
fortune fallen to hito at 'Panama, in the 
Weft-Ihdie$\ and riiinking that he could the 
better ftcure it by going thither, he refolv'd 
upon that voyage with the next Fbtd t\\^t fet 
out from Cadiz, The only difficulty that he had 
was, what to do about me jj for to t&ke me 
%Vith him was dangerous, at leaft to me^ none 
be&g permitted to go into thofc parts but na- 
tive Spaniards \ and 1 yet he could not think of 
going ^ithbut me. I told him that I was wii- 
ling to -niti any hazard rather than ftay behind 
that I was £rown fo much a Spaniard 
in every' thing , that no body would take me 
to be df affy other ebuntry, who did not know 
the' c^trity. Tfcfrplc&d my mafter Wonder- 
fully , • aftd th'e beftet to difguife me, he made 
Wt*ej|on me his own name, which was 
Gfoi&alkjiti de Toledo; only inftead of Gorizal- 
n^^hQ &iVd mc RoderigOj and made me pafs 
for aii*e*r ' rel^ticm of Ms when we came to 
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'Panama. All the difficulty that now remained,' 
was how to get' -me on fhip-board , fince I was 
fo well known in Cadiz to be a Scotchman^ * 
this likewife we got over, by pretending to 
part with me, and my feeming to fct out for 
Madrid about a month before the departure 
of the Flotki My matter Gmzalvo furnifh'd 
me with money fiifficient for thfe expedition, 
and gave letters of credit to fomc of his cor- 
relpondents in Seville with whom I negotiat- 
ed fome affairs of my matters, and then went 
on board a* veflel that went to joyn the Flotaj 
Which was fail'd a few hours before our fliij* 
arrived, and therefore we made all the fpeed 
we could after it, without ftaying at Cadiz, 
of which I was very glad: It was near two 
days before wfc xame up with the Flota\ 
when my matter was over-joy'd to fee me come 
on board the fllip in which he was. There 
Was nothing material happen'd during this voy- 
age , but the whole Flota arriv'd very happily 
at the feveral ports to which they wete- bound, 
and we got fafe to 'Panama* a very fine and 
populous city. Gonzalvo negotiated his affairs 
with great fuccefe*, and in left than a year's 
time might have return'd again into Spain with 
all hiseffe&s$ but being now very old, he had 
no mind to undergo fuch a voyage, merely to 
die in Spain : He therefore refolv'd to ftay 
there during the reft of his life , and for my 
part, I efteem'd no country more than that 
\vhere I was likely to be a gainer * and that 

was 
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was with my new unkle, as he call'd himfelf, 
who grew every day more fond of me. 

Our bufincfe npt being v£ry fatiguing, I 
had much time upon my hands, fome of which 
I /pent in making my addreffes to the Ladies, 
but without any pain or difquict to my feif. I 
fcrenaded fometimcs one, a#4 fometimes ano- 
ther, with my lute or guittar y and fuch difmal 
ditties as that place afforded: But I was not 
long to enjoy tfyis tranquillity, for being one 
day at church, . I kneel'd next to a Lady whofe 
fliape and hand infinitely pleas'd me; I made 
my addreffes to her with fuch fuccefe, that fhe 
took an opportunity to let me have a fide 
view of her face ; which was the moft trant 
portingly beautiful that ever I beheld in my 
life, and quite ftruck me to the heart; but my 
comfort was, that my perfon had not been 
wholly indifferent to her, and I prevail'd with 
her to let me know who /he was, and where 
(he liv'd; flie informed me that her father's 
qamc was flenriquez de Tortofa, one 
pf the mo£ eminent citizens of Tanama $ in 
return I let her know mine, and my unkle's 
name 5 which, with fome fhort proteftations and 
vows of love on my fide, concluded that com 
verfation, the place admitting of no long con- 
ferences, tho' I went home extremely pleas'd 
with the fuccef$ I had met with. When I be- 
gan to reflcd, I remembcr'd that "Don He^ 
riquez de TortQfa was the greateft enemy that 

my 
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,my un^le had in that city, and that he was 
equally hated by him 5 this . made me conclude 
that I muft manage my amour with 'Donna 
Ehira with the utmoft caution and fecrecy, 
to keep it from the knowledge of both the 

old Gentlemen, - 

» 1 • • • 

• ■ • * 

r ■ * 

* My unkle had before now talk*d with me 
about marriage, afluring me, that if I fix'd my 
affe&ions on any woman, in order to make hct 
my wife f he would' take care to give ludceis 
to my choice, by making fuch a fettlement up- 
on me as fhould be fufficient to anfwer her 

v fortune 5 but I always told him I would imi- 
tate him, and continue a batchelor, at lcaft as 

N long as I fhould be happy during his life, and that 
I could not think : of dividing that love which 
I bore him with any other; but as for thofe 
addrcflfes I made, they were only amufements, 
mere effe&s of gallantry, without the leaft tin- 
fture of love. He gave mc fpme prudent caur 
tions for my conduft in thofe affairs , putting 
me in mind of the danger which thofe ad- 
dreffes very often brought upon us ; I thank'd 
hihi for his care of hie, and afTur'd him that 
I would not , carry matters fo imprudently as 
to tun any rifque in the putfuir of my gallan- 
tries^ which were too general to draw any par* 
ttcular jealoufie upon me; but I never durft 
tell him, as long as he Kv\i, one word about 
my paffion for Elvira, being afraid of offend- 
ing 1 him j for a Spaniard's hatred is never to 

be 
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be . appeasd, and therefore I very well knew 
that on her father s account he would never 
Indulge, or even pardon my mclinations . for 
the daughter : However, I took care to find 
means of conveying a letter to her, by brib? 
ing, with the help of a friend ti the Duennay 
or govcrnefs, who had the immediate guardi- 
anfhip of Elvira $ fhe being the only daugh- 
ter of Tion Henriquez, and very muc^. be- 
lov'd by him, was permitted more liberties 
than the young Spanijh ladies are generally aj- 
low'd. \ • 

I fhall not here pretend to give you copies 
of the feveral letters which I fent her, or <pf 
her anfwers , they being all loft at the fai#<? 
June that my wealth was ravtfh'd from mej 
it muft fufficc that they were really pafliof 
rjate on both fides, and the efFeft of a true 
and violent pailion. By the help of the Duenna 
I had feveral interviews with my miftrefc, ix^ 
which we both dcplor d our mutual misfortunes, 
• * In the hatred that was fix'd betwixt her father 
and my unkle$ but yet we fometimes comfpr- 
ted our felves , that they were both very pld^ 
and very infirm, fo that if either dropt, . wq 
imagin'd that the other might cafily be brpt^ghl 
to give his confent; but we were out in this, foi? 
want of confidcring, that when a Spaniard 

hates One of a family he hates them All. ; ;■ . 

» - • - 

• r • »• 
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My unkle, who had never well rctover'd his 
voyage from Spain, was now taken ill of his 
laft ficknefs, and took care to leaVe me fo plea- 
tiful a fprtune , that if I had been really his 
nephew, I could not have defir'd more. He 
JbequeathVL a considerable legacy to one of his 
jnear relations in Spain, and left me a par- 
ticular charge to remit it to him 5 which af- 
terwards prov'd a great damage to me in the 
pofleifion o£ that fortune which Gonzalve had 
left me, and which, after all legacies and fune- 
ral charges were paid, amounted to upwards of 
one hundred thoufand pieces of eight, a very 
handfome ftock for a young merchant to begin 
the world with. 

> 

t 

• * ■ * l 

Some time after my unkie's death, my de- 
fire was too eager to have Elvira to my wife, 
to fuffer me to confer things calmly 5 I there- 
fore, by a common friend, .made motions to 
*Don Henrique z, , of an accommodation 5 and 
to cement our new friendfliip, made him pro- 
|>ofe me as a husband for his daughter. On 
this motion T>m Henriquez flew out into the 
moft extravagant paflion in the world, utter- 
ing the vileft abufes, both againft me and my un- 
kle, that an inveterate malice could prompt, and 
fwore bitterly th^t he would fooner give his daugh- 
ter to an Alguazil (a hangman) than to me 5 tel- 
ling him, that if I ever made any addreflfes to 
her, or came near his houfc with that defign, 

B he 
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he would take care that I fhould be treated 
like an invader of the honour of his family; 
but having no notion of that affair which .1 
had fo long had with his daughter, he did not 
abridge her of thofe little liberties which he 
before allow'd her 5 he thought it fufficient 
only to tell her of the propofal that had been 
made, with his own anfwet; adding, that he 
hop'd he had no occafion to threaten her with 
his cUrfe, if fhe ever liften'd to any folicitati- 
ons from him 5 which indeed he did not expe£t> 
fuppofing that this propofal was only aneffed of 
the care of my own intereft, aitd Hot of love. 

This difcourfe, though it ftruck Elvira to 
the heart, yet fhe knew her father too well 
to fuffer cither her looks or words to give him 
the Teaft fufpicion of the truth. We both long'd 
to fee one another, but ho\V to accomplifli it 
was a difficulty which neither of lis could pre- 
fently think of furmounting. 

- There was in Panama art old Gentlewo- 
man named Donna B?anca y who was a wi- 
dow, and a very near relation of Don Hen- 
riqUtzy and oh that account, as well as 'for 
the love fhe exprefs ci for his daughter, was al- 
ways well recciv d at his houfe, and Elvira was 
nllow'd by him 'to make frequent vifitsto her 
at her houfe. The engaging this widow en- 
* tircly in our caufe , appear d the only means 
of an interview between u* Bianca was not 

only 
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only covetous by nature, but rcndcrU more Co 
by age, which open'd a way for me to make 
her my own j b^t even that was not to be 
done without fome caution and addrefs; I 
therefore made ufe of an acquaintance of hers, 
who had fome dependance upon me, and 
foon brought matters to bear, for by pro- 
inififig large rewards, {he aliow'd her houfe 
to be the place pf our rendezvous : According- 
ly at laft we met there, to the infinite fatis- 
faftion of u? both. It would be endlefs ai)4 
fupcrfluous, to give an account of the joys and 
trajifports of our meeting, it is enough fpr ang 
one to confider what might paft between twq 
young people^ equally poiTcft'd with a violent 
pafllon : Wc met often, at>d $vcry time pro- 
duct new warmth, and new defircs, which 
neither party had power to check, or any 
thoughts of doing fo$ on the contrary, every 
meeting feem'd to encreafe our love, and thole 
familiarities which hearts pcrfe&ly united make 
little fcruplc of 5 but whatever they were, they 
were not fufficient to fatisfy our defires; we 
therefore confultcd how to bring matters to 
fuch a conclufion as might make us both hap* 
py in one another, which nothing could do 
but marriage ; but that we knew was not to 
be acoompliflVd in a publick manner, and by 
her father's confent, who was my irreqoncilei 
able enemy 5 .nor was it to be done privately, 
becaufe after the confummation , j and her let- 
ling with me, it muft be known, and by con ; 

B 2 fequence 
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fequcnce draw upon us both fuch a revenge, 
as would not end without fomething very fa- 
tal and dreadful $ the only means that we could 
find out, was, that I fliould call in* all my 
cffe&s in thofe parts, and return 1 to Spain, 
taking her with me. This therefore ^as re- 
folv'd upon, and I immediately began to fet 
in earneft about it. If we had kept this refi> 
lution to our felves, I believe it had met with 
fuccefs; but taking Bianca into our council, 
being; as we thought, neceflary to our accom- 
plilhing it, (he privately bctray'd us $ for conli- 
dcring that by our departure, there would not 
bnly be an endl of her profit , which was what 
made her our friend, but that fhe fhould be: 
left alone to ftand the fury of Don Henri- 
quezis refentmcrit, ; flie refolv'd to play another 
part , fecretly td reveal fo much of our affair 
as might difappoint our defigns, and render 
what fhe did acceptable to Elvira's father $ 
telling him ■> that he had beft have a watchful 
eye over his daughter, fince fhfc had certain 
information, that fhe not only met me undet 
pretence f pf coming to vifit her, but that mat- 
ters were brought to fuch a head, that our' 
marriageAvas fuddenly defignU The old Geri- 
tleman was in a prodigious fury at what he > 
he'ard , 'till Bianca advis'd him not to depend 
entirely upon heir information, but to have her 
watch'd \vhencver flfe 1 went out : ^Don Hen- 
riquez took her advice', and accordingly pro- . 
vided riot only fpies to watch her, but Brave 'r 

t 
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to put an end to hi$ fears by my death. * Ttut 
next time of our appointed meeting I happened to 
come firft, and was extremely furpriz'd to find 
Biancds dobrs faft, and that they would not 
be open'd by my knocking, or any noife I 
could make: I began to fufpeft that we were 
betray'd, and therefore taking the two men I 
always had 4 with me, for fear of accidents, I 
went a little forwards in the Way that! knew 
Elvira muff come 5 and accordingly met her 
not many paces from Biancds houfe. I told 
her what had happened , and the caufe I had 
to fear that bur fecret love was made known 
to her father; (he was ftruck with an inex- 
preflible grief and concern at this unhappy 
event; but while we were confiiltiiig how tc* 
manage our affairs for the future, there came 
up half a dozen men, two of them feiz'd up- 
on her and her 'Duenna, and hurry 'd them away, 
the other four at the fame time made at me; 
but retiring a little way, I drew out my pocket 
piftol and fhot among them, which forced 
them a little to retire; but finding they were 
none of them hurt, they came on again with 
greater violence; in which interval I retreated 
back to my two men ; we all drew our 
fiords, and behav'd our felves fo well, that 
>*re made them leave the place, and fo got 
home; tuit in the fcuffle I recciv'd two 
wounds, which for fome time were thought to 
be very dangcrbvfc, and fo bad that it was given 
v> out 
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out I (hould die of them $ and indeed it was 
lbme time before I perfectly recover'd. 

You may be fure tliat I made it my endea- 
vours to enquire after the fate of my miftrefs, 
and of what treatment flic had met with up- 
on this difcovery $ all that I could hear was, 
that her father had fent her away from Tanot- 
ma% fome faid to c Portobe!lo , and fome to 
Spain , but moft were of this latter opinion ; 
but for fear of a miftake I difpatch'd a, friend in 
whom I could confide, to TortobeUo, to make 
a ftrid enquiry whether ib^ was there or not, 
but could not hear the leaft news of her $ fo> 
that I refolvefl to haften the calling in of my 
efFe&s, in order to go into Spain after het: 
But this was not to be done with any man- 
ner of convenience , without taking up , a 
confiderable time. However, having at laft. 
Settled my affairs, I freighted a fhip with 
all my own cargo; dcfigning very fuddenly 
to fet out from Panama y which I was the 
more expeditious to accomplifh, becaufe I had 
not only been frequently attack'd by the .par- 
tifans of Don Henriquez , but was more ter- 
rify'd by die arrival of Lorenzo de Toledo, 
a near relation of my fuppos'd unkle i to 
whom he had left the handfome legacy I 
before mention'd: But he, not fatisfy'd with; 
that, was come to 'Panama, to examine who, 
it was that had depriv'd him of the polTef- 
lion of the whole 5 for Roderigo de Toledo 
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tyas a perfoii of whom he had n6t the leaft 
knowledge. When he arriv'd, I was almoft 
ready to go on board, but his coming put a 
little ftop to it 5 for when he faw me, he re- 
member'd that I was Alexander > his relation's 
fervant , and not Roderigo his nephew 5 and 
therefore made his complaints , that either I 
had forg'd the will , or that it was invalid , 
fince I was mention'd there in a wrong name, 
and not being a native Spaniard, but an Eng- 
lijhman (for they make no diftin&ion between 
Scotch and Englifh) and, as he fuppos'd, an 
heretick, I could be neither heir nor executor, 
in prejudice to a native Spaniard , and a true 
Catholick. You may be fure I deny*d the 
whole charge, fince not only my fortune, but 
n my life, might in fdme meafure depend upon 
it. 'Don Henriquezy tho' he hated all my un- 
kle's family, yet having a greater avcrfion to me, 
and in hopes to embroil our affairs, he plainly 
efpous'd the caufe of Lorenzo , and I had fe- 
cret information that they were endeavouring 
to get an order to feizc both me and my fhip ; 
I was therefore advis'd to put in my appeal 
to the Courts of Spain , and immediately to 
get on board , and put off to fea 5 which ac* 
cordingly I did, but not fo foon but that Lo- 
renzo had found means to get a creature of 
his on board my fhip, as a common failor, 
-who fhould accomplifh my deftru&ion, which 
he brought about in the following manner: 
This creature of his was a cunning fellow, and 
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had foon infinuated himfclf into the good 
graces of the reft of the failors, affuring them 
that they would not only do God good fer- 
vice, in deftroying an heretick , but fecure to 
themfeives moft of the fliips cargo by throw- 
ing me over-board ; which had certainly been 
done, had not a fmall ftorm, for a while, dcr 
fertfd the mifchief they intended me. Thi$ 
ftorm had driven us very ncgr an ifland in the 
Soutk-Sea\ which, tho' once inhabited , they 
knew was now quite depopulated \ which how- 
ever mov'd the matter, who ow'd his employr 
mcnt to me, to move them rather to fet me 
on fliorc upon this defart ifland, than to throw 
me into the fea. Accordingly the mutiny be- 
ing now ripe, they told me that as I was a 
heretick, they could not hope to profper in 
their voyage whilft I remained in the fliip 5 and 
though they, intended to caft me over-board, 
yet by the matter's mediation, and the appear- 
ance of that ifland, they chang'd their refolu- 
tion, and were determin'd to fet me on fhore 
With fuch provifions and neceflaries as they 
pould fpare. I did all I could to pacify them, 
and recover them to their duty, but to no pur- 
pofe 5 I might as well have talk'd to the fea 
or the winds , for bigotry and defire of gain 
had made them entirely deaf to all I faid$ I 
therefore fubmitted to a fate I could not pre- 
vent, and was fet on fhore with fuch provi- 
fions and utenfils as they were pleas'd to allow 
.me, and which they would not fo much as 
; . carry 
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carry up into the ifland for me, but juftVfet 
them on Ihore a little above the high water 
mark, and fo went off. I ftood with melan- 
choly eyes to fee them foil away with all my 
fortune, and all my hopes , leaving me on a . 
defoiate ifland, with n6 more provifions than 
would, tfrcll manag'd, ferve me about two. 
months. They • left me indeed a gun , fome 
(hot, and fome powder, a little kettle, and 
fome few tools* which might be ncceflary for 
building me a little hut, for my refidence and 
protc&ioii againfl: the injuries of the weather; 
fo that if the ifland it fclf fliouid afford me 
no afliftance, my life could not be of a very 
long date: But 1 found it was in vain to 
grieve and repihe at what I had loft , or the 
condition in which I was. And fo when I 
had look'd at the (hip 'till fhc was got clear 
out of fight, I went a little farther up into the 
ifland to fearch for a convenient place, whither 
I might tranfport, by degrees, that little ftock< 
of neceffaries which the villains had left me, 

" of which I valu'd nothing more than a poor 
hammock, which, with much intreaty, I had 

. obtain'd of them ; for being always us'd to lie 
well, 1 was very apprchenlivc of having fo hard ; 
a lodging as the cold ground. I had not gone 
many paces before I difcovcrd a little fort of 
a hut, tho' almoft dropping down , for want 
of care to repair it 5 however, fuch as it was, 
I was refolv'd to enter into it , and fee what 
convenience it afforded for my felf, and What 

C I had 
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I had to place m it * I was iikewifc willing to 
flicker my felf againft the violent heat of tht 
fun, for it was theft bat jaft turn cl of noon $ 
and there I refolv'd to remain 'till the Cool of 
the evening fliould enable me to fetch my 
things thither. With thefc thoughts I enter'd 
the hut , and making to the moft fliady part 
of it, which was likewife the darkeft y I 
threw my felf down on the floor, in order, 
if I could, to take a little nap 5 butt was very 
much furpriz'd when I heard a human voice,, 
tho' in imperfeft founds, as from a perfbii a- 
fleep, crying out in thefe words, Oh l RoderigOf 
feveral times repeated , aild attended with ma- 
ny fighs. I could not immediately tell what 
to do, but to fatisfy my felf drew nearer to 
the found, and found that there was fome bo- 
dy aflcep there, but who or what I could by 
no means fo much as guefs; my motion and 
feeling about, at laft, awak'd the deeper ; who 
affrighted to find fome body near her (for it 
was a woman) ftarted up, and was running a- 
way* but 1 foon ftopp'd her, and taking her 
by the hand gently , enquir'd, Who (he was > 
Whence Ihe came ? And what brought her thi- 
ther ? But what amazement where we both ftruck 
with when \ faw that it was Elvira, and flic 
beheld in me her unfortunate Roderigol We 
both a while flood gazing at each other, when 
all I could utter was, Sure it is impoflible that* 
this fliould be my Elvira! And all flie could 
fay was, Oh ! heaven, is it poflible ! Can it be ! 

Is 
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Is this my Roderigo ! We both at oi*ec ery'd* 
Yes, yes, and flew into each other's arms * 
jior could our embraces and kiffes foon find a 
ceflation, but our firft extacy being over, we be- 
gan to ask and enquire of each other, how 
we came thither? I gave her a full account 
of all that had pafs'd fincc the time of our 
fcparation to that day: But, concluded I, I 
will no longer complain of fortune, fince if 
fhe had not frown'd in this manner upon me, 
I had not now had the blefling of clafping my 
dear Elvira in my arms 5 nor will I, laid (he, 
complain of mine, lince it has brought my be- 
loved Roderigo to mine 5 fo after an interval 
of repeated embraces, fhe gave me the follow- 
ing account of her adventures. 
■ 

When I was fore 'd away from you , faid 
lhe , near Biancds houfe , I was hurry 'd back 
by the Ruffians who fciz'd me (one of whom was 
my brother) to my father's houfe, but was not 
admitted into his prefencc ; for my brother told 
me that his indignation was fo great, that he 
liad fworn never to fee me more, left his rage 
Ihould tranfport him to ufe me with fuch Se- 
verity , as he might afterwards repent. He let 
me know that Bianca had betray'd me, in re- 
venge of which I told him that fhe had been my 
confidant in the whole affair 5 and for the fake of 
money had given us the ufe of her houfc, with 
all imaginable freedom 5 which my hrothcr 
faid he would take care to let my father know 
• . C z as 
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as foon as his paffion was, a little more abated; 
in the mean time he advis 'd me to write a 
fubmifllve letter, which perhaps might make 
way for a reconciliation, tho' he fcar'd not. I 
writ not only one-, but feveral letters to my 
father, in hopes to revive his former tender-* 
nefs to me, that I might by that means gain 
a little more liberty, in order to find out fome 
way of letting you know the pofture of my 
prcfent affairs ; but my ^Duenna being turn'd out 
of doors, and I put under the fevercft confine- 
ment, could not poflibliy accomplifh it. My 
brother at laft brought me word, that I muft 
immediately prepare for a voyage to Spain: 
This news ftruck me to the heart, efpecially 
fince I had no means of letting you know it; 
but it was in vain to ftruggle, my father was 
inexorable, nor would he fo much as admit me 
into his prefence , . even fo much as to take my 
leave of him ; but fent me on board lb guarded, 
that it was impofliblc for me to give you the 
lcaft notice of my condition. Ihfhort, we fct 
fail in an evil hour 5 for we had not been out ma- 
ny days before we were attack'd by a French 
privateer , and were raken by her : But not 
much caring for the fliip, they were contented 
with its plunder, fcarce leaving us the cloaths 
we had on our backs. This misfortune was 
foon after attended with another \ for when, 
upon a confutation , it was refolv'd to turn 
back again to c Pa?iama, as having neither pro- 
yifion nor cargo left to proceed on our inten- 
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dcd voyage, they thought it the bdk coUrfc 
diey could take;, hut, as I was faying, a ftorm 
juft then arofc, which prov'd fo violent , that 
it drove us farther from the coaft far feverat 
days together, infomuch that our lives were 
in danger; becaufe the fhip, by the fight flic; 
had fuftain'd with the French, was very muck 
(hatter'd, and grown fo leaky, that they almoft 
defpair'd of keeping her above water. The on- 
ly comfort we had in all this diftrefs was, that 
we had difcover'd land, being the ifland where 
you now find me* but that which lefien'd this 
fatisfa&ion was , for fear that the ftorm which 
yet continued, fliould dafh us to pieces on fomc 
rocks , which they either knew , or concluded 
to be about this coaft: However, being now 
within a league of the fhore, they were in hopes 
that they might reach it in their boat if the Ihip 
foundered , as they expe&ed every minute it 
would , and which foon after it did. They 
had but juft time to get me, three other pafifcn- 
gers, and themfelves into the boat, but the ihip 

funk. . i 

*#■-••< 

■ ' • 

The number of us in the boat was about tyro 
and twenty perfons, that is, the maftcr, my 
fclf, three other paflengers, one of which was 
my maid, and, as near as I can remember, fix- 
' teen or fcventeen feamen, of whom many were 
very much wounded in the fight. Thus with a 
great deal of difficulty, and every moment ex- 
pcfting to be funk by the waves which perpe- 
tually 

> 



Digitized by Google 



[ 22 ] 



tually broke in upon us, we got within a quarter 
of a mile of the fliore, when the boat was 
dafli'd to pieces againft a rock, and we alt fet 
on float in the water , fo that every one took 
care of themfelves; and I muft certainly have 
perifh'd had not one HiegOy an old fervant of 
my fathers, and who was an excellent fwim- 
mer, caught hold of me, and bidding me hold 
my breath as much as I could, bore me fo 
near the land that he could wade but up to 
die middle in water 5 where finding me quite 
fpent, he carried me on fhore in his arms 5 
and then making me caft up all the water I 
had Twallow'd, he in a little time brought mc 
to my felf. Another did the fame by my 
maid, but I know not how it was, when flie 
was brought on fliore, either by the fright (he 
was in, or by the great quantity of fait water flic 
had fwallow'd, flie was fo far fuffocated that flie 
never came to her felf. There were about 
half a dozen more of the feamen that got to 
land, the reft who were fo much wounded as 
I have faid, were rendcr'd incapable, as we 
fuppofe, offtruggling with the waves 5 for they 
and the two Gentlemen paffengers were all 
drown'd 5 and indeed our condition was very 
little better, for being caft upon an ifland 
where we expe&ed no fubliftence, "and were 
entirely deftitute of all fupport, we could 
not expeft to live many days. The men hav- 
ing firft ftripp'd my maid, threw her into the 
fea> they had no inftruaients to dig a grave for 
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her on the fliore 5 they after, hung her doaths a 
drying, and her linen prov'd very ufeful to rac 
afterwards. 

We all foon remov'd farther up into the ifland, 
and the men went out to fee what provi- 
fions they could get for our relief, leaving with 
me Diego , that I might not be wholly alone. 
They found at laft a fmail cottage, though ve- 
ry ruinous, in which there were two rooms 
pretty entire 5 and fearching on , they found 
two ot three -acres of ground, fome planted 
with turnips , and others with potatoes , and 
they all having knives in their pockets, made 
ufe of them to dig up thefe Roots; which 
they plac'd in the cottage , and cam£ to fetch 
Diego and me to their new habitation. But 
how to prepare this food for our eating, ftill 
remairi'd a difficulty with us, fince wc had no 
convenience of drefllng them, though there 
\vas a chimney in this cottage; but then we 
had neither firing, nor a pot to boil them 
in ; but fearching about the houfe they found 
three or four pieces of flint, wherewith they 
did not doubt but with the help of their knives 
they might be able to ftrikc fire: Yet there 
was ftill wanting fome very combuftible mat- 
ter to receive thofc fparks of fire which theje 
fhould ftrike from their flints, fo they went 
out to fee if the. place afforded any thing which* 
would fupply that defedt hey found at laft; 

a dry 
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a dry rotten tree, fome parts of which receiv'dthe 
fire they (truck as well as any tinder 5 they then 
gather'd together all the fuel they could find, 
confiding of part of this rotten tree, and other 
things of the like nature, with which they 
made a good fire* and.try'd to roaft, fincc 
they could riot boil their roots ; which, confi- 
dence our prefent ciroimftance, we all being 
pretty hungry, prov'd tolerable food. The next 
care they had, was how to : provide a lodging 
for me, but they could find no other way than 
cleaning the floor as well as they could , and 
liyingmy maidYcloathsundc* me, with a fmali 
lo£ of wood for my pillow s which, after my 
fatigue, prov'd fo good a bed, that I flcpt ve- 
ry foundly all the .night. I forgot to tell you 
that juft without the cottage there was a fine 
fpring of water , which fcrv'd us for drink ; 
tho' our hands were all the cups we had, 'till 
we had found a fort of fruit very like a le- 
mon, but its juice was fb four , that we could 
make very little ufe of it, but fcooping them 
clean, they made us tolerable drinking cups. 

■ 

. This ifland is about feven leagues long, and 
three broad, and abounds with fcveral inof- 
fenfivc animals , left . there by the inhabitants , 
who had lately quitted it , particularly goats 
which we were at prefent but very little the' 
better for, and in no way of tjeking or killing 
them. There were likewifc fame hogs , but 
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all thefe were at the farther part of the iflattdj 
and out of our power to make food of: How- 
ever, one day three of our men brought in a 
couple of young kids, one of them they made 
Z kind of pen fpr , out jof the old pieces of 
boards they found about the place, and the o- 
ther they kill'd, flead and dreis d, by broiling 
on the coals : And this was noble food, con- 
sidering how we had liv'd for fome days. We 
had no napkins or plates, but a piece of board v 
Very well fcrap'd and wafli'd, which ferv'd us 
both for table and trenchers. We had no 
bread to our dinners, but that was tolerably fup- v 
ply'd by our roafted potatoes \ of the kid's skin, 
when it was dry'd in die fun, they made me 
a bolder, fomething fofter than what I had, 
and with other skins, prepaid in the fame man- 
ner, they improv'd my bed 5 for they all took 
care to make qiy misfortune as eafy to me as 
they could. They one day happened to find a 
fow with a litter of young pigs, of which they 
brought away two , with a great deal of joy, 
and drefs'd them as well as they could. 

A , 

And indeed as long as I had my compani- 
ons I bope up as well as cou'd be expe&ed, 
and in three months time had us'd my felf to 
the hardfhips of my fortune fo well, that I 
was grown a perfeft campaigner. We had out 
fcouts out every day, to fee if we could difco- 
Ver any Ihips , but to no purpofe ; for to this 
ininute I never hevd of any 'till, your prefence 
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lftform'd rile that there has been one upon this 
coaft. 

Our men willing to gratify me with fomc 
variety of food, went frequently upon the ftraiid, 
in hop£s to find fome fliell-fifh, and at laft they 
brought home half a dozen oyfters; which I 
eat with fo much fatisfa&ion, that they ven- 
tured to get to a rbek , when the tide was 
out, on which they imagin'd they faw a pret- 
ty great ftore of them 5 but this was a fatal 
expedition, there coming out of the fea half a 
dozen fea lyons , as Diego call'd them ; crea- 
tures of a vaft bignefs, and terrible to behold, 
at leaft they feem'd fo to Diego in his fright 5 
who being neareft the fliore, fled away with 
the lofe of a piece of the fleeve of his 
waftecoat, and two great fcratches in his arm 
made by the paw of the lyon , whilft all the 
others were devour 'd by them. Diego came 
to me in a very great fright , and his arm all 
running with blood : I took him to the (pring 
and walh'd his wounds, binding them up as 
well as I could, with the only handkerchief I 
had left. I was extremely conccrn'd for the 
lofs of his companions, and the more, becaufc 
it was partly upon my account that they run 
into this danger. Diego and I did as well as 
we could, I being oblig'd both to ftrikc fire, 
and cook my vi&uals 5 that is, roaft my pota- 
toes and turnips, which was all the food we 
had left, keeping no flefh by us, becaufc of the 
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heat of the feafon 5 but for potatoes and tur- 
nips they had brought a pretty large ftock into 
the houfe. * 

I wafti'd and drefs d poor Diego's wound eve- 
ry (lay, but whether there was any venom in 
the creature that gave the wound, or that the 
renting of the fleih caus'd it, I know not, yet 
a great inflammation enfu'd, and after it a 
mortification; which foon carry 'd off poor 
Diego, and left me all alone, with a dead bo- 
dy, which I had no capacity of burying. What 
to do I could not tell, fince to ftay in the 
houfe with him was impoflible, the ftench 
that would arife from his corrupting body be* 
ing too great to be borne $ I therefore immedi- 
ately refolv'd to remove to this little hut where 
you now find me. Accordingly I firft carry'd 
all my bedding, and then as many of* my tur- 
nips and potatoes as I could , in four or five 
journics; which I continu'd for a day 01; two, 
'till the ftench of Diego's body dctcrrd me 
from going any more to the cottage , which 
is fomething more than half a mile from hence. 
1 brought away with me likewife two of the 
fcamen's knives, the flints, and what touchr 
wood we had by us , with two or three of 
the cups that we had made of the rhinc of the 
lemon. 

■ 

My ftate was now indeed very dcplo»ablc, 
Joeing in an ifland all alone , a poor helplefs 
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womani who could not exped to fupport her 
felf long with that fmall quantity of provifi- 
ons which my old companions had left mc> 
not knowing how to come at more when they 
wcrcfpent, without the utmoft difficulty. Thus 
I have livd upwards of a week, but now hear 
ven has fent you to my relief, which may yet 
a while delay my fate , tho' I am not at all 
folicitous to put off that death which in a 
little time feems to me inevitable : However, I 
(hall die with pleafure, fince it is given me to 
expire in thp arms of my Roderigo \ 



Here flie made an end , and after a thou- 
fand tender embraces , I bid heij be comfort* 
ed, and cherifli better hopes, ftnee I was now 
with her to take care of her, and provide fuch 



growing cool, I went to the (hore where I was 
landed, and by degrees brought all my provi- 
lions and ftores to the little hut; where hav- 
ing firft refrcfli'd Elvira with wfoat I had to 
eat, and a little wiftc, for the rogues had been 
fo bountifiil as to give me a gallon and no 
more, having finifh'd our repaft, with much ado 
I fix'd up my hammock, in order to mend the 
lodging of Elvira. She made fome fcruples 
at firft of permitting me to lie in the fame 
place with her; but having convine'd her that 
we were really man and wife before heaven, 
having pronoune'd all the obligatory tyes of 
matrimony, which were the only eflentials of 
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it , Ihe feem'd lefs averfe. I told her that a* 
for the prieft, and the other formalities of tht 
church, they were mere ceremonies, and whol- 
ly political ; that the children of Adam were 
really aiarryd , tho' they had no prieft to join 
them, for there was no prieft then in the world 5 
that ours was die fame cafe, being in an ifland 
Wh£re there was fto body but our felves. It 
growing now dusky, we both went into the 
hammock, and flept very heartily*, the next 
hibrhing we got up, and having taken our 
breakfaft, I refolVd to go and bury the dead 
body , that we might remove to more conve- 
nient quarters. There grew by the hut fome 
fine fecnted herbs, and takifig fuch tools as I 
thought might do the office of a f^ade, I went 
&nd dug a hole large enough for the body ; 
and with a great deal of trouble* in the midft 
of a horrid ftench, I got the corpfe into the 
hole 5 I fodn coVer'd it up , and went to the 
fpring, waflVd ifty hands and face, mouth and 
noftrils, to get away alt the relicks of the ftench, \ 
and then I drank a little of the water, and rcturn'd 
again to Elvira^ thotigh before I came bade 
to her I rubb'd my f&f all over with the fweet 
fcented herbs I mention'd before, that t might 
carry her no difagreeable fmell. She rccciv'd 
*me with joy and open arms, and told me how 
troubled flie was at the naufeous office I had 
perfo>rm<i. I replyM, that the burying of the 
dead was a chriftian duty, and here being no 
body to do this but my felf, I thought I was 

oblig'd 
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oblig d not to negleft it $ that befides the 
difcharge of that duty, I had provided, her 
3 more convenient habitation. The day grow- 
ing hot, we retir'd again to our hammock, 
where we repos'd till two or three a clock, 
when we got up and went to dinner, and in 
the evening took a walk out into the cowv 
trey. We let k be three or four days, nay, 
if I miftake not, a week , before we remov'd ♦ 
our quarters 5 and I had made fires and puri- 
f) f, d the houfe, and ftrew'd it with fweet herbs 
and flowers, and fitted up the cooleft part for 
my hammock, which I brought with me. When 
I led my love to her new dwelling, that being 
fix'd , I began to remove my effe&s , which 
took me up above two days, working only 
early in the morning, and in the cool of the 
evening. 

■ » 

< * 
When all was remov'd , and we entirely 

fettled, I began to think that I was not fb un- 
happy as the lofTcs I had met with would per-? 
fuade me : Tis true, I was depriv'd of a plea* 
tiful fortune , but that was attended with ma- 
ny cares , and threatened with great difturban- 
ces, and wonderful anxieties perpetually tortur'd 
my mind, on account of my dear Elvira, 
whom I loved with the moft violent of pafli- 
on ; on the other fide, I began to fet my gains 
againft my loflcs , and found my felf in the 
poflfellion of that dear woman, without whom 
I could not hope for any happinefsj that I 

had 
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had her without rival, without any awe of pa-* 
rents, entirely to my fclf, and foil of equal 
love; that as I wanted the pomp and equipage 
of the world , fo I was on die other fide free 
from all its difquiets. Company I wanted none, 
for Elvira was as much as I defir'd. Thefe 
confiderations , and many more of this kind, 
made me not only believe that I was happy 

^ by my prefent lot, but perfuaded Elvira that 
fhe was fo too; and indeed (he never difco- 
ver'd the leaft fentiments that ihe thought o- 
therwife. We enjoy'd each other all the day 
and all the night too, we were never weary 
of being together, but always uneafy when 
neceflity at any time parted us but for a quar- 
ter of an hour : Thus I never went out when 
my walk was not beyond her ftrength, but ihe 
went with me. I feldom went without my 
gun upon my fhouldcr, and going one day with 
her by the fea fliore we were furpris'd at the 
approach of three lyons, who coming out of 
the fea made direftly at us. I being a pretty 

• good marks-man, fhot the firft of them direct- 
ly • into the eye , upon which he fell down 
dead; and either the flafti of the fire, or the 
noife of the gun fo frightcn'd the other two, 
that they turn'd about, and made all their 
fpced back into the fea. I charg'd my piece 
again immediately, however we both took a 
full view of the dead monftcr, which was of 
a vaft magnitude; but knowing of no ufe it 
could be to me, Elvira and I retreated and left 

him 
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him upon die (and; whence the next tide, as 
1 fuppofe, carry'd him quite away ; for when I 
went that way again, I faw nothing of him* 
Finding that poor ftock of provifion which was 
jfct on (hore with me began to decreafe, I took 
care to provide for the future; and not only 
fow'd again the turnip-feed that I had gather'd, 
but alfo fome Indian wheat and rice , hoping 
that in time they might yield a convenient crop for 
our future occafions : I likewife look'd out for 
kids and pigs , and got enough of them both 
for prefent foods and to feed and bring up 
tame, I having a pot , and two or three nap- 
kins, a cup or two , and fome earthen plates, 
Elvira had her dinners better drefs'd and ferv'd 
up than before I came. 

In this manner we fpent our life, abound- 
ing in nothing but love 5 nor had we any ac- 
cidents or adventures during the three years {ha 
liv'd with me ; But my joys were too compleat, 
for the malice of my fortune, ta allow me a 
long continuance of 'em > and therefore towards 
the latter end of the third year Elvira was 
taken dangeroufly ill, and the diftemper was 
fo violent, that it carry'd her off in three days 
time. 

1 

Nothing ever went Co near my hieart as 
this lofs, and had I not been prefcrv'd for more 
evils, the grief that Elviras death gave me, 
would certainly have put an end to my life 1 

1 could 
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1 could not leave the dear body for near two 
days after her deceafe, but prefs'd and kifs'd it 
as if (he was yet alive 5 but ^oming a little to 
my fel£ I coniideifd that (he muft be buried, 
finee it was impoffiWe to keep her another 
day in this hot climate without putrefa&ion ; 
I took pains, therefore, to dig a grave as deep 
as I could ; into which, having firft kifs'd her, 
tho' flie began to fmell pretty ftrbng, I gently . 
let her down in her cloaths, and cover'd her 
up with the earth , my eyes flowing all the 
. while with tears. After this I led a very me- 
lancholy life for two years, five months and fe- 
Ven days, without any manner of occurrence 
worth the inferring. 

On the laft of thofe days, ftanding upon 
» - the beach with my gun on my lhoulder, I di£ 
cover'd a fail about three leagues to the South, 
but , directed its eourfe Northward 5 I fir'd 
my piece ( having made very little ufe of my 
powder ) which they took for a fignal of di- 
I ftrefs ; but I difcharg'd it once more, and then 
|« I perceiv cl they ftood in to the land 5 and in 
lefs thai* two hour's time, came fo near as to 
be able to call to me. They ask'd who, and 
what I was, in a fort of broken Spanijh ? And 
I finding, by fome of the oaths of the mhri- 
tiers, that they were Englijh , anfwer'd them 
as lamely 5 telling them that I was all alone 
upon the ifland, and defir'd them to take mc 
in, and I would give them an account of my 

E ftory. 
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ftory. They prefently mann'd out their boat^ 
which came on Ihore and took me on board, 
without ever going back to my quarters, where 
I had left nothing worth preferving. It happen'd 
to be a Jamaica Sloop, JVilliam Thomas, ma- 
tter, which had been carrying on that private 
trade with the Spanijh Indians 7 which the men 
of Jamaica had found very beneficial 5 thought 
oftentimes very hazardous, becaufe it was 
praftis'd againft the Spanijh laws , but private 
gain feldom has much regard to publick tycs. 
We had a profperous voyage to Jamaica, where 
the account of my ftory procufd me fuch a 
Benefaction as was fit to fet me out, and bear 
my charges into England, whence I have beeri 
abfent now many years. I found means of get- 
ting from London to Edinburgh, where my fa- 
ther was yet alive, tho* very old and crazy, my 
ill natur'd mother-in-law having been dead for 
fome time. My father was very glad to re- 
ceive me, and at his death, which happen cL 
foon after, left me an equal portion with the 
reft of his children : And here I fhall conclude 
my narration , what has fince happen'd to me 
affording nothing material, or any way ufcftil 
for a general entertainment. 
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ERRATA. 

rAge 3. line 9. read Simono Ah Change, p. 33. 1. 21. r. me. 
p # 43. 1. 15. for faw by us r. JaiCd by. p. 45. 1. 16. r. by. 
p. 57. 1. 13. r. in. p. 68. 1. 1. r. is. p. 80. 1. 11. add cut. 

P. 2. 1.27. x.mufick. p. 7. 1. 1 j. r. in. 
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